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H E Main and Principal - 
Study of all Perſons of: | 
"what condition ſoeyer'is, 


oY . 


how to diyert and paſs - away 


their Ti e with moſt Eaſe and 
datisfaRtions-;and likewiſe how to 
pal: 
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2, Df Unequal Martiages, "'Y 

ſoften and lefſen that Perpetual # fe 
Stock of Miſeries which Sin and} E 
the Devil haye fo unhappily'}- 1 

brought upon us. This .makes4 B 

mankind 1m -a continual trouble, pF u 
and cauſes them ſtill ro exexciſe'Y} ft 
their Parts, and ſer their WiegY tn 

upon the Rack to find our NewY D 

Arts and Tricks; and are alway} + 

hoping for New Diverſions ro] a 

gratifie their hot and eager defireY: 
alter Happineſs, .and 'to quiet and}. 
pleaſe their turbulent and unruly? 

_ Paffions ; which when beſt of alt}; 
they may be compared to peeviſh 
troublelom and Froward Chis 
dren, that mult ſometimes b: hug 

_ mour'd and plaid withall meerly. 

- ont of policy. And this makall 
Humane Lite ſo unquict and di 

 fturbed, & ſtrangely reſtleſs an m 

 unc6aſte, that nothing can ſatisfil pl 

tis bar +the proſpect, at 'lealt, all aL 
thoſe flattering Joys, which Hop be 
through 2 large Telefcope p a - 
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_ The Introdicion. 3 
fent to our longing Eyes. Irs 
1 Zope alone that makes us wiſh to 
3 live; and theſe are the puffing 
4 Bladders that raiſe us up., bear 
FF us above Water, and keep. us 
© from plunging our ſelves into the 
; tmidſt of an Ocean of racking 
1 Doubts and Deſpair; -tho oft they 
$4 carry usover each rolling Wave, 
of and daſh us againſt ſome. ſecret 
ef- Rocks. When a wiſe and: think- 
1 ing man comes carefully q and {e-_ 
yy riowlly to reflect upon all his paſt 
4 and former 4d&ions, he finds little 
but vain idle foolertes - not worthy 
the conſideration of a Man, and 
_ fearce deſerving a ſerious thought; 
S and in truth wonld ſooner chooſe 
&] almoſt any fort of Life rather 
_ than have 'em plaid over once 
, 'more; and the very beſt and 
= pleaſanteſt of 'em would be both 
Mi «dull aid tedious, were they known 


©. 


tion, like the Wide Seas, whe 


. 


Swelling Billows are always work-, & 
ing and beating upon the Shore, '{ 
tho the Winds be ne'er fo ſtill and: J 
calm : ſo that weare always cons} 
_ rrivingand inventing; always ex-:# 


. * 


. 
" 
3 


pecting and defiring better things'# 


than what we already enjoy, let 
our Wants and Reaſons be neyer} 


 ſoſmall and inconſiderable. Andfl 


for this. it is that eyery Ma 
_ of what nature ſoeyer, ſo violents 


ly purſues ſome ſorts of Pleaſure 
and Diyertiſements or others, tho: 
bur yery little and mean, if they 


beſuch as they may hope for ſatis 
fation from. Some we find who 
greedily defire nothing but the 
groſs Pelights of Senſe ; other 
pleaſe and hug themſelyes with 
he ſordid hopes of Wealth and 


; 


Riches ; athird ſort are for gratiy 
« SE ae: fying 
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oF +4 Df Unequal Batriages, MW. 

F For this Reaſon itis that we'# 

can never be at reſt, our Ativei| 

Souls being perpetually in Mo+'4 
No, 


The Jatroducttion, 5 : 
fying their Curioſity with the - 
more refined Pleaſures of Becks 
and Knowledge; and others feed. 
upon the Airy Charms of fonour, 
and the loud Trumpets of uncer- 
rain Fame. And fo for all others, 
who commonly follow thole Plea- 
ſures and Delights, which either 
the DiQtates of the Natural Tem- 
- per, or the common Rudiments 
of their 'Education guides them 
to. 
But the ſureſt and moſt certain 
way to gain Quiet and SarisfaQi- 
on in this World s, ſome ſetled 
and Honeſt Imployment ſuitable to 
our Eſtates and Qualities; and thar 


MF. accompanied with an Unſpetted 


Reputation and a Good Conſcience, * I 
mean ſuch a ſetled Imployment as 
may kcep vs from being idle, and 
free us in a great meaſure from 
the ſenſtal temptations of tke De- 
vil. Then | don't queſtion but [ 
may bring in Marriage for a large 

= and 
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- ſeems tobe moſt ſalid and durable, 


_ thzs that encreaſes the World, up-Þ 
holds Mankind , and keep *'em 


from the Heavy, Clogs of: Conſcirf 
| ence 


and principal ſhare of our Happil 


Wy 


neſs. For this Bleſſing of all others; 


7-H 
v+. y 
"of i 


and what is moſt univerſally a-' 
greed upon by all men: it being Þ 
a Sacred Order and [aſlitution, aps | 
potnted by God himfſeir when farit'$ 


he made the World, ingrafted by |} 


Nature, and ſought atrer by molt | 
men, as a State of Life capable of 1 
affording all thoſe Pleaſures and-{ 
Delights which a Voluptaous Man: 
can ſeek for ; all thoſe Gomforrs 
that Vertue and Innocence can de- | 
{ire, and of ſweetning the many | 
bitter Portions of this Life. Y 


* 


from being at an end ; and by" 
thzs we ſee our ſelves renew'd, the! 
little Images of our ſelves ſt111? 
growing up as we go down. This | 
1s a Principal means to keep us 
Chal and Honeft , and free usjj 
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-The Tnirodiction. 7 
ence which always attend Unjaw- 
ful At: *Tis thzs, like the Uni- 
verſa! Cement, unites Socicty, 
joyns our Mutnal Loves, and 
Blooming Joys, and makes us 


| Happy; ſor before we were bur 


half men and all our Worldly 


v ll Eelights but half compleat. And 


as the mederate Pleaſures of it are 
innocent, ſo are the Comforts 1n-- 
clitimable, 
"Tis true indeed that notwith 
ſtanding all theſe Bleftings of a 
Married Life , yet a Single One is. 
|| much more to be preferred and 1 
| . clteemed beyond that, By Teatem--- 
of the many and vaſt advantages 
belonging to it, But then it 
. muſt be fure to be always accom- 
panied with that perfect In- 
nocenicy and unſtotted Chaſtity that 
is ſo wonderful ſtriftly required of 
 @'] that intend to keep to this con-. 
dition. And then indeed this State 


of Life may. well be termed the 
4. lt 
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beſt and happieſt of all others, it 
being perfeQly ſtrip'd and diveſt 
ed of all the unhappy croubles and 
cares of t'1s World ; free as the 
unbounded light of the Sun 
whoſe Glorious beams do ſhine 
o're ail the World; and a life 
that mdſt reſembles that of the 
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'f Angels, But theſe indced are 
tf _. more peculiar Blefſings, which 


Heayen beſtows on a few , and 
never delign'd *em for all ; theres 


. fore a Single Life, in the greateſi}- 
patt of the World, is fo far from 


being good or commendable, tha 


—It generally proves a dangerous 
trap for their Yirtye, and a gilded 


Bait which the Devil ſets to corÞ 


rupt their Innocency. So I ſhall in? 


{iſt no longer thereon; ner on 


thoſe Ungracious Wretches wh 
damn and ridicule Matrimony as 
long as they can get Miſſes fot 
their own uſe ; but ſhall look'upet 
Marriage as a thing not only moſf 
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__ The Jiatrodiicionm 9 - 
abſolutely neceſſary tro keep up : 
and propagate the World , but 
 alſoto keep it honeſt, 
If this great. and excellent Bieſ- 
ſing of Matrimony be ſo very com- 
monly and frequently found ſo. 
vaſtly contrary to mens expeta-. 
tions, the Wonder 1s neither great 
nor ſtrange, ſince the main De- 
/ansand principal Ends.of it are 
ro0- often grolly perverted, and 
horribly abuſed, as tho it was. an 

_ ordinary indifferent thingy ſcarce 
worth a taking notice of, Ana if. 

\ ſuch a State of Life as Matrimony 
begins raſhly and wickedly, *tis. 
nothing ſtrange if we find It ends. + 
fooliſhly and deſperately. When * 
Vertues, Mutual Love, equality in 
Humours and Ages, conlent- of 
Friends or themſelves are never, or 
at caſt but very ſlightly confide- 
red; the Devil always comes in 
tor a good part, and is certain to- 
haye a principal ſhare in all ſuch; 

D 5 Matches, 


T0 Df Unequal Pattitages | 
Matches, When he-finds that het 
can. ſo well infinuate himſelf in 
to our Bulineſs, and can have foi 
great a hand in the chief of all:| 
our concerns,there he finds a largeifj 
and ſpacious Fietd to play and* 
pleaſe himſelf withal;. and there 
he is ſure to take his full ſwing' 


of Pleaſure by fo much indulging! 


his chief Attribute, Envy. i 

Since then this is a State off 
Life of ſuch a vaſt concern, andiþ 
ypon which depends fo large a!Þ 
part of Humane Happineſs or Mi-' 
fery in this prefent World; it: 
will be the higheſt piece of Im-'} 
prudence and Folly imaginable,'| 
to venture upon ſuch a ſeriousand'} 
folemn Undertaking without cither: 
Caution or Conlideration. Wants 
of care is often reckoned as 11] andi 
as dangerous as want of Vertue;} 
and if this will hold good in any: 


place, certainly it will in a buſt- 


refs of ſuch importance as this} 
- where 
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The Jntradiction,-. xx. 
where all Perſons ought to be 
more than ordinary thoughtful, 
and to conſider that this is their 
laſt and beſt Stake, which ſhou!d 
Rot be thrown, away upon ceyery 
flight and trivial Occaſton. To 
ſee a man run deſperately and 
raſhly to his ,own certain Ruine, 
| muſt be an unpardonable Fault, 
'* that Wiſe Men would eycr be 
F aſhamed of; neither would the 
World ever acquit thoſe Perſons 
( who' marry only to pleaſe o- 
thers ) of the moſt extream mad- 
neſs, were it not already. fo ſor- 
didly wedded to Money, and for. 
that reaſon alone moſt abomina-_ 
bly partial to all its Friends. ; 

Now a main-.and principal - 5 
thing that cauſes Marriages tobe 
lounhappy, and makes this State 
of Life ſo miſerable, is the ine-' 
quality-of them. This is the great 
miſchief that is become ſo Epide- 
mcal;, and from hence ariſe moſt : 
| of _ 
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of thoſe deadly Feuds and Brea- 
ches, and thoſe ſad Misfortunes i 
and Sorrows that fo uiually at--. 
tend a Marriage-Life, which like: 
peſtilential Diſeafes infect the. 
whole Maſs of Blood, and pur. 
all things our of order. Ir 1s. 
this alone that ſo often deprives 
a Wedded Coople of that bright 
and ineſtimable Jewel Content ; | 
making all their Deſigns and 
Attions unfucceſsful and unfortu- - 
pate, and their ends moſt unhap- | 
Py and miſerable. And it 1s this I 
_ Content which is the main and 
_ only White to be levell'd at; it be- | 
- Ing the very. Throne of all our | 
"Happineſs, and the utmoſt height : 
of our Ambition. And when :; 
E. thzs is miſſed of, the Perſon is fo | 
& far from being piticd, that he is j 
” dften counted ar objtinate Fool that | 
would not, or at beſt but an Tonorant | 
| Onegthat could not attainto it, | 
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they once come to find their 
own Faults exposd in their true 


Old Men always hug themſelves 


The Introduction, 73 %Y 
As concerning Unegual Mar- 
riages , it will be 1-34 difficult . * 
to determine any Mhing that * 
ſhall pleaſe all ; and 1 don't 
at all queſtion but a great ma- 
ny Perions will think themſelyes 
very. highly affronted, when 


and proper colours; for every 
Perſon mortally hates to ſee 
his ugly Face in a true Glaſs. 
There is uſually ſuch a vaſt 
diſagreementbetween Parents and 
Children in this caſe, that there 
is no hopes of ever reconciling 
them, for they. are always ſo. 
very partial in their own Caſes, 
and fo madly run into the. Ex- 
treams , that they at laſt be- 
come inſufterable; ſometimes ur= 
ging thinzs ſo far, that they ſeem 
to try who ſhould bid moſt for 
the higheſt place in Bedlam. The 


with 


Intereſt and a Name, and the Toung 


which procced from their own 
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one {ide muſt of neceſſity be ex- 
Ploded, for to pleaſe two Oppo- 
ſites at once, is next to 1mpoſh- 
ble. Fur to ſhew my ſelf as im- 
partial as poſſibly 1 can , ] ſhall 
aim at the middle. way , and 
. ſtrive to ſplit the Hair, chuſtng 
. . rather to diſpleaſe both Parties in 
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Now this ſame keeping exadly 


the great concern that has always 
been admired , and: ſought after 


ever little praiſed and un- 
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with the Golden Thoughts of 
Men with the glittering hopes 


Fooliſh or Vitious Humours, So 
that however the Caſe be given, -- 


a jaſft Caſe, than humour one in - 
in the middle xay'in all things, 1s. 


by the wiſer and more publick_ 
heads of all Ages; a thing much *' 
commended and talked of, bur. 


derſtood. Men AIC always 1a- ; 
T much 4 


a [O09 0 "0 OO 


_ - The Introduction... x5 * 


much in love with themſelves, 


that they believe nothing 1s Good 
or Bad, Juſt or Unjuſt, but only 
thoſe things that are for or againſt 
their particular Intereſts. And if 
4 Perfon has a ſetled mind-perfe- 
Aly calm and ſerene, and as free 

from all Prejudice and Partialiry,_ 
tis bur ar beſt like an exaCt and 
equal Baliance which ſtands ſtill. 
whilſt nothing moves it,. but yet- 
is. turn'd aſide with the leaſt 
breath or blaſt of Wind. -So that- 
this way mult needs be very diffi- 
cult to hit on; and in truth *tis. 


| like a Perſon forced to walk oyer 


a deep Well upon a ſmall Cord;. 
if the diſtant bottom or his gid-- 
dy head ſhould make him ſtep 
alide, he's loſt beyond hope ; but 
if he keeps upon it, he hurts his 
Feet, and is ſtil] in danger of the 
burſting of the Cord. However 
L ſhall yenture my Fortune, as 


endeavour to ſhew the unhappy 


conſequences in both Caſes; for in> - 
truth there are Vices not to te: 

{pared or humoured ; tho l have. 
a very unthankful ſort of an Of-. 


BE fice, when Iam almoſt certain to: 
= diſpleaſe all ſides. 


But before I come to patticu- 
lars in theſe Matters, I ſhall pre- 
miſe thus much, that to compleat 
a true and happy Marriage are re- 
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ſome others before me,. and ſhall} 


+4 


F; 
Bk 


quired Yertyous Inclinations, Hearty. . 
Love, and True Liking , ſo that 


they may be both of the ſame 
Mind, and both have one and the- 


ſame Intereſt and Concern ; and to 


make up this, there muſt be a ſui- - 


table agreement in Ages, Humours 


and Breeding,as well as Religion, Fa- 
mlies and Fortunes, Then when 
the. Perſons are ſo well and hap- 


pily joyned, they may expeCt to * 


find all that's Good and Pleaſant,. | 


all that's Sweet and Comfortable, 
and 
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and in a word all the Content 


Ti'Y and Satisfation that this World 
Ty will afford. 
-þ But when any of theſe main 
; and principal Ingredients are want- 
> ing, if God beſtows his worldly 
” | Bleffings upon ſuch a Match, it 
will be much to be wondred at, 
: becauſe in every thing they will 
, be tempted ro claſh and jar to- 
- gether, making their Lives in 
: continual trouble, like Furious 
$ Storms and Tempeſts, which 
* | © often end with Ruine and Deſola- 
= LON: 
In diſcourſing of Unequal Mar- 


r1ages, | ſhail infiſt chiefly upon 


Old Perſons Marrying mth Young ; 
Secondly, of Marrying without 
Friends Conſent ; and Thirdly, of 
Marrying without their own Conſent. 
And all theſe 1 may, with good 
reaſon, call Unequal Marriages : 


The 


The Tntroduction, 17 


theſe three ſorts, namely, Firſt of 


"Up + be 


Ls 
. 


I 18' Di Unequal CParttages, ? 

' The firlt more properly compre- 
hending Incquality of Ages and | 
Humours ;,, and the two latter, In- * 
equality in Families, Fortunes and 
Breedings. Of theſe I ſhall endea- 

- vour to treat with all the Juſtice 
and Equity Imaginable, and with 
ali the Impartiality of an uncon- 

 Eerin'd Stancder by ; not fearing 
the Surly Looks of the Old Mer 


nor the Inſipid Scofts and Jears of 
the Young. 


CHAP. 11. 


 Heainit Old Perſons Marrying w#ith- 


Young, 


T His Chapter contains a very 
43 odd ſortof a SubjeQ, which 
will , I am ſure, afford matter 


enough for Ridicule z for to tye © * 


Sid Age-and Youth. toogther in. 
the Matrimonial Nooſe, is athing 
that may well be ranked ..among 
the greater ſorts of Extrayagan« 


cies; and which neither Nature, 
_ Fniiice, or the World can juſtifie 
them in. As for Nature , there 


can be no -manner of pretence of 
Incitement from thwmce by either 


... or þoth Parties; for what can be 


more. 


% 


20 Df Unequal Yatriages, ? 
wore unnatural and prepoſterous ? 
tian to go about to unite brisk ® 
and ſprightly Tourh with dull and | 
 ſenſleſs Age? They mightas well 
have undertaken to have joyned / 
 wummer and Winter, Light to Dark- 
neſs, or any otier ſuch likely piece 

_ of Bulinets,' as to think with all 
the Strength of Imagination to 
couple together a young luſty 
piece of Fleſh with an old frigid 
Statue. Then as for 7uſlice, it 
will never be ſatisfied, for what 
greater breach can there be of. 

#vat, than to joyn two ſuch diffe- 

_ retit-Natyres together, which will - 
almoſt. certainly be the Deſtru- 
tion of each other. and to entail *: 
a' ſtock of Miſery upon Perſons , 

for term of Life. But for the * 

World, to be fure that will never : 
excuſe them, but I am confident _ 

| will-be as forward as poſſible ro | 
laugh atthem; and in ther Þ 
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Z Did Perſons aid Poung, 2: 
ſadneſs ſuch Matches ſeem as if 
they were deſigned for the laugh- 
ing purpoſe. As for my part 
ſcarce any thing can ſeem more 
ridiculous , for ſuch Marriages look 
like ſome very ſtrange extraya- 
gant Farce, intended only to ſet all 
the SpeCtators into a huge fir of 
laughter. And he that obſerves it 
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FE, well, would think they rather 
0 deſign'd to make mirth and ſport 
| for others, than to procure any | 
3 manner of ſatisfation to them-_ 
: ſelves : For ſome perſons amt 


hugely pleaſed when they can fa 
im glad I have made you freet 
wir, - | | | bs 


But to come a little - cloſer to 

_ the matter in hand; I'll ſup- 
poſe an Old Gentleman, whoſe 
brick days are over. that has 
a mind to take a turn or two in 
the World, and once more yen- 
cure 
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| 22 Of Unequal Yarriages, 
_ ture the ſtrength of his Body ups? 
on thar comfortable Text of Tni ”: 
creaſe and Multiply. W hat can be 
more unnatural, than for ſuch a : 
dull Walking Clod of Earth, ajj 
Old Doting Fellow of SIXty, to 
fall a Dying, Sighing, and Jan-. 
guiſhing for a Sprightly Girl of 
Sixteen ? Certainly it muſt be 
very comical to ſee how featly 
and trim our ſweet Sir Courtly. 
dreſſes himſelf up for a - Ball, or F| 
a Viſit to his Miſtreſs ; how 
Spruce, Gay and Sparkiſhs he ap: | 
pears with his New Tricks and *N 
 *Fooleries about him; and with- 
at.-how-aiittekly fine he 1s in all his 
Accomrements, whilſt a very Mon- 
teys: Pave hnid- a Deaths Head, ſhall | 
-hrave-it ogrand becalleda Beauty, * 
|.  :Fotfooth; Nor canit be lels plea- | 
fant" ro ſee how Ape like he mi- | 
micks the Cuſtoms and Aftions of. 
. the Young- Sparks - and ſhining 
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Dlp Perſons and Young, 2-3 
Beaux of the Town ( whom he 
continually envyes and mortal- 
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ly hates.) and to fee him how 
neatly he praftiſes the Boy Mien, 


the Good Grace, the exatt pointing 
of the Sword to his right Heel, 
the genteel role in the Stocken, the | 


Allamode combing of the Wigg, 


the careleſs placing of the Har, 
and the other noble accomplith- 


ments of the Town. _ 
But the beſt of all is to fee him 


_ addrefling himſelf, and Fay ing 


his Dewoirs to the brighr Goddeſs 
his Miſtreſs, where he falls down 
right to ſhewing and commend- 


-ing all his Excellencies, eſpecial- 


1y thoſe which he fancies may be 


moſt pleaſing and grateful ro the 


young beautiful Sex. He tells her 
He's ſirong and luſty , tough. and 


found at heart ; and that the Young 
Men.of this preſent Age are all piti- 
ful, weak, half-gotten Milkſops, nei: 
” ther 


24 Dk Unequal Batriages. M @ 
ther lafing nor able to do ſervice Ar 
and all conſumptive Puny Shrimpg 
fit for nothing but to make ſauce 9 
His Miſtreſs perhaps all the whih, 
ſtands liſtning, being ſtruck duml 
with the Charming Rhetorick of 
this Venerable Mumpſimus. Bug 
ſhould Father Grey-Feard perceive 

_-any fort of Complacency in the 
Little Creature by wa oy 

; 


ſmiling or the like, then he fall 
on a freſh to bragging of his Great 
and Mighty. Feats of Adtivity, al 
"how well he can Run, Leap and 


Ride » and the like. But if by 
chance at any time his Perfors 
mances are found to be leſs than 
- his Pretenſ1ons ( for Old Men off 
make tryals ) then he. comes off 
with an idle flam or excuſe, thal 
'trs only a Fall, a Strain, or Hurty 
or ſome other} accidental Misfortunez 
but that he can ſtill Drink. anl 
FWench with the beſt of the Ti on 


** mm wed 


\ 


* , \* 
« 
- 
'F., 4 4 "<Y « »*; - 4 % 
" att A ——x A i , M ridhin 4+ ; P : 
- * ” , T e - 
" CIOs « X % q. .* If S a A a 2 ; 
: + i; | 


;M © Perſonsand Young, 25: 
And thus he-goes on with ſuch 
extrayagant Com mendations of 
his own deer felf; all che. while 
oxt-ranting a Common :Game-: 
fer, and out-hetoring a Town 


Bull. © OG 
The Poor Young Girl who: 
knows little or -nothing. of the 
weighty concerns of.” Matrimony: 
is perhaps caught at laſt, being 
allured into the ſnare with the 
oay expectations of being Mar-.. 
ried forſooth, and with the won- 
derful Honour of haying a Hwus- 
baid before ſhe has-got overthe 
long and tedious time- of her 
teens; or-rather (which-is more 
probable ) with the flattering 
opes of riding in a fine gilt 
Coach. and Six , ot with: the, 
harmonious gingling of his Gui- 
ned's ; or laſtly ſhe 1s forcedup- 
on him by a ſeycer and ridged. 
Father, or ſome baſe -mercinary 
Fr Gar- 
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26 {Of Unequal Barrfageanmnſ « 
Guarilian, who upon all accounf .; 
makes his Markets on her, at 
ſells' her at what price he pla 
ſes. Whilſt jolly Sir Feeble Fai 

_ wonld leaves no ſtone unturn 
but beſtirs himſelf on all 
to 6btain his deſire ; is as bull 

_.as' a Bee, and as merry as <i 
wanton thoughts of a bril 
young Wife can make hit 

Bur when the Wedding day! 
.come, then he's all in rapturg 
and 1s tranſported beyond mg 
ſure with delicate hopes of 
Sweet - Encounter as he calls Nx 
Methinks this conjun&ion ſeewl 
far unlike that of Caſtor: al 
Pollux , but -rather like Ma 
fus tying the living and dead Q 

—_ 

But-ro what purpoſe 1s all-t] 
ado? Or wdat 1s the conſequey 
| of ſuch a hopeful Match , tC 
only the getting himſelf viW/on 
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Did Perſons and Poiing. 27 

= right Worſhipful Nameot Fool, 
or that more honourable Title 
of Cuckold > And indeed theſe 
dignified Names are not very 
hard to be obtain'd, nor much 
harder to be deſery'd. For the 
laſt of theſe he is ſure to have, 
let his Wife be never ſo Chaft 
and Vertuous ; except the World 
be wonderous civil in this Point ; 
which I may venture to affure_ 
him is no common Obligation. 
For the Common D.: As 
the times go now;: have got an 
ugly ſcurvy trick of ſpeaking 
as they think when they. fm 
no inducement to the contrary. 
But this is .not. all ; from 
Sayings they'll commonly fall 
to asking of Dueſtions ; as What | 
kindneſs ſhe can have for fuch a  * 
Boyiſh juece of Gravity: , what: real 3 
Comforts. can. ſhe find: in 'the Toath», 
TR G8 - a 
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23 Df Unequal Marriages 
tard, who ſuſpets all that ith 
look at or ſpegk to ber, and dre 
nothing like what he knows he-d 
| ſerves? And wha: true ſatzsfatty 
can ſhe: have by embracing a Si 
-Tue, and being . af} night by an ui 
wholſeom  Neaft of Diſeaſes , a Cal 
Lump of Clay, whoſe utmoſt Pon 
zs .only to encreaſe deſires , and. þ 
on Edge upon that Appetite, whil 
he cany no means ſatzsfie ? *i 
Thoſe Perſotis:that are ſod 
rtous and exatt in asking Au h 
ens of one. fide, without doll 
won't be backwards in the'| 
other., but will flily demant 
Where are the great Pleaſure&A 
ſweet Delights ſuch a Husbantt& 
take when he finds himſelf fel 
ed to a pong anatur'd Wife 1 
. moſt certainly hates him, and 
every turn wiſhes him hang'd , 
_ ot the Dewll; a very kind Creats 
Ifho..inſtead of comforting. aud 4 
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Dld Perfons and Yoling, 29 
riſbing kim, plagues and torments | 
him? One that cares for ncthing but 
tis Money, ſears nothing more than 

bis preſence, and .wiſhes for nothing 
more 'than © hen; Gallants Company, 

\ and her Husbands End? 1 heſe 
ate only Queſtions 'tis true, but 
they are good comfortable ones 
however, and ſuch as would 
make the Old Man's Wiſh tuna+ 
ble all weathers. No doubt bur 
our.\Heroe- will find a hugg' 
deal- of Pleaſure in being-ats - #3 
moſt tongue wearied to death: *? 
by a ſcreaming ſhrill Voice, low-= _ + 
der than the Waters of London 
Eridge, or the Chataradts of Nile , 
and now and then for a. pure 
breathing Diverſion, to have his . 
Baid Pace moſt civilly ſaluted 
with a good Brown Cudgel, in- 
ſtead. of being gently rub'd by a 
cleanty .yeung Girl ; or to have a 
Bucket of fine cool Warer 

G 3 thrown 


. zo Df Unequal Yarriagel 
thrown upon him, when-J 
has far more need of a waw 
Bed and a good Cordial to che 
up. his Old Heart. It will a 
ſo be a wonderful ſatisfaQtiony 
him to have two or three bawl 
ing Brats got for: him by ſonl 

ood Neiafibour, hanging abal 

im and calling Daddy, Daday 
Perhaps this wiſe Fool ofa 
ther can hug himſelf with belf 
ving- he:was inſtrumental in gf 
ting ſuch bouncing Boys at til 
Age, - when KB: 1 ul 
Obligiog Werld know to the col 
_w______-_- 
—. Theſe: and ſuch like Misfgl 
runes are the common and (| 
may ſay ) almoſt _ certain col 
ſequences of all ſuch Matchs 
and whatſoever Miſeries aff 
Troubles ' the  Husband my 
withal in theſe Caſes, he cit 
ſo much as comfort himfl 
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 OlyPerſons and Young, 3r:. 
with that poor and mean plea- 
ſure of being pitied. The World, 
tho neyer in ſuch a good hu- 
 mour, wil but laugh at all his 
complaints, -and abuſe him for 
what he has done, ſaying, New 
. be's paid for all bis Old Tricks; 
the Old Sot #5. tight enongh-; ſer- 
ved, who bid ' him . play the - Fudl 
"in bays Old Days? «Nay more 
than all” this, the moſt abo- 
 minable Rogueries, and- grea- 
reſt. pieces of Viilanies ſhall be 
' called Ads of Zuſtice forſgorh. 
Sometimes itleed we meet with 
a very extraordinary kind fort 
of Women, who filily to. pre- 
vent the common” and frequent - Þ 
diſtempers of Old Age; ang to © 7 
eaſe the dear iſweet Husbarnids #4 
of their: many Cares and-trov- 
bles of this preſent World; do 
ſometimes give- them a. gritle 
Puſh. intoche next : byt this falls 
A ws. - 
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32 Df Unequal Yatriageg, 
Out as their Ok) Friend- the 'D& 
V1] and they can agree. 
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Having made a few Ob 
vations,and conſide!'d the Trich 
and Ways of the Old Men alt 
tle; ket us face about to: the- 
ther ſide, and. take a fmilll 
View of the Old Women, wi 
can't forget the pleaſures Q 
Youth-, but muſt be ſporty 
and playing ſtil], rho juſt ar'tli 
Graves Mouth, Certainly ri 
fight can'be no leſs ridiculoll 
and ſtrange than the other; i 
ſeean-old decay'd-worn out W} 
op caſt by a Vail and fairly 
up for a Beauty and: Fortunk 
when her ſhrivel'd Skin look 
like fo much Parchment » a 
ſerves only for a. courſer-1 
of Bag to carry her tattet 
Limbs and decay'd Joynts it 
with an. ugly Hags : 0 
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Old Perſons and Voting, 33 
looking like the true P1- 
fure of Envy. And all this in 
expeftation of catching . fome 
young Woodcock in a Fools. 
Trap, whom ſhe donbts* not 
bur to out-wir ſufficiently, and. 
ſhew him a fly trick for alt his 
deltmulation 3, or perhaps of 
ſtriking up a Bargain with ſome 
Puny Small 1/i:, whom ſhe ſup- 
oles eaſily to bring up to her 

rand, and manage him which 
way ſhe pleaſes. Tho by the 
- way Fools tor the moſt part are 
worſt edg'd tools ' to meddle 
withal , and the moſt unma- 
oageavle Creatures under - the 


. Now C0 obtain her Ends (that* 
is to lay a Husband ) 'tis neceſ- 
faty "to ſeem brisk and Young 
again; and to run' back ten 
Years in fuch” a caſe is 'bitit a 


| 34 Df Unequal Barriages. : 
ſmall matter. For this reaſof 
ſhe talls to uſing all the affete 
Smiles, antick Tricks, and toy 
1th Aﬀtons ſhe can think oft 
ſtill practiſing che Genteel Mg 
tion of the Body , the ſtate} 
catrying of the Head, the ne 
{19e glance of the Eye, thegr rac 
tul toffing of the Fan, &c. "bb 
to ſhew that all her merry day 
are not over yet, ſhe's chauntin 
gigling, and moving her Bod ! 
At every ſcraping tune ſhe heay 
And ſhe prates and talks th 
whole Company to ſilence ; ( '< 
when the Teeth are fled, 
Tongue ſeldom lie till Ag 
her Diſcourſe is of Fine Bal 
Dancing Bouts, Weddings, Me 1 
Meetings, -Gay Galiants, Miſtreſi 
Tntreagues and the like. | x 
coke s 'of her Old Wrink 
Face mult be carefully Ty 
W Art , . and Patch and | 


> ——— 4 


eaſolfl muſt be: made uſe of to, 
eel thoſe Fyrrows which 01d Tu, 
I roy with - his Iron. .;J eeth- has fo - 
; offi well - 209- plicarifylly beſtowed 
ol uppn her.-. As tor Body, whe- 
cy cher ſtrait op cropked, 'hes Hay» 
> ne lor can belt. fic that. - -Put theſe, 
rac indeed are diſguiſes rog affefted - 
"he and mean,. to. be pf ainy7 contllr- 
W dcrable uſe | in theſs cqngerng,.. 
ing being in [the readieft way; to = 
of make the buſineſs; maze .pdions - 
a and ridiculous; :for--3}l ſuehiuns - 
natural things carry-,with-thema - 


@ a deformity” ſo graſs, as £an-ne-. | 


i __ When ſhe finds. theſs--lirthe © 
elf 1 ricks ro fail in the-invended © 
(8 Promotign of her purpoſe (as 
WW 2< may venture to ſiycar.they — 1 
WH). more ſubſtantial ; Magns 
ly W ay 118i » $10 -givs./0us foe 


Cc A « 


£ 


= , 
, x , y , > ths" - ” Y . Fe # 
: »e > Pe mat Ys . , 
wy , 
» - - 
X 
: - 
« 
* 


Unequal'Barrtages.. * 
goed ſtore of Gelid, as a hin: 
that dom fails, and is ſuffer! Þ 
ent to- make amends for all- 6: 
ther” ImperfeEions 'and Defet, 
whatſoever : for thar,. like* the 
| Sun, Is never Old: ot 
oly, but always Brisk- an& 
Charming, Young and Beauri: 
ful..: With theſe gay hopes ſhe, 
Probably decoys ſome young ll 
Garying Fop, of crack'd Depai- | 
{«>etþwho' when: he is admitredf 
t'theiFayour of a Viſit, ſwears # 
10: her by all that's Good, 'tis her 
cateMent. Perſon: he admires and. { - 
deres. before all ' the Wealth wil 
Granduer 7 inthe World \, and 'tzs br 
ſcretion, Gravity ,, Vertne , and 
' forfietimes ' for variety. fake) 
Beauty, which he values and eſteems 
infimtely beyond her Money ; witlh 
a'great many of ſuch faſhionas 
ble preces-. of Gallantry- (as -rhey 
are : called .)_which eyery Bog 4 


g; | DildPerk 
- | head that 15notu. 

may fee through, a... 
both the 'Knavery'and Fu.” : 
And truly this is no great ana” 
wonderful thing now a-days to 
ſee ſuch: baſe-perſons as theſe ſo 
ferioully to ſwear. and lye for 
fomething, when they do it 
ſo very often for nothing. at. - 
Th | . 


This formal piece of Antiquity 
(you muſt ſuppote imagining 


ſomething extraordinary in her 
ſelf )-belieyes all: he ſays, and 
perhaps as much more ;. them - 
pincking up- her- formal Face 
with a ſimpering | kind of 
tmile ſhe tells him She cannot 
believe but he's a meer Wag, a 
very Wag . all over, and: only 
diſſembles ayd *flaiters to wheedle 
kind hearted" Creatures ; bat yet ſhe 
worms that theſe ſume Young ” en | 


eriages. 

frrange taking 

and will newer be 

.., they are gqnce ſet on, 

. this with - a. Complement 
and a gracious Smile. on her 
fide, and a fawning Leer on 
Nis, With the Formalitics of a 
ſecond or third Viit, a Match 
is clap'd up bzxywcen the Old 
Fool and the Young. <he 1n- 
deed expeftting great and migh- 
ty things, bur he gueſſing betore- 
hand what he is like to meet 
withal, ſcidom comes at her, 
paſſes away his time merrily, 
and cares bur little ( as long as 
the Money goes briskly about ) 
which end goes forward ; So 
that at beſt he is only. as a Kept 
Perſon in continual Fee. But 
this won't do with him, for 
he'll -make her to know who's 
Lord and Maſter, and 1ince his 
old Grannam of a Spouſe cat 
EE pleaſc 
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Did Perſons and Young, 39 © 


* * 


il procure him ſuch a one as 


Wh 2ll this? O wondetous civil! 
M ; may be gueſſed. by chat 

"obliging language Which. fol- 
Jaws. Oh hang her ( fays .one ) 


 for-an Old Beaſt, muſt ſhe be for 

al riding at this time of day? She's 
I jſt Mans uſe now, 'tis high time 
W to fall to procuring. Ay (fays a 
ſecond ) what ſhould ſhe do but 
als procure a good bit for her poor Hugs 
hl band and belp him at adead lift ? Rog 
| her Old Corps ( ſays a third ) ſbe's 

Il good for nothing but - to make: mony. 
i <f. But he, for his part, ſhall 
a_l. be applauded, and commended 
"1 for what he does. and encoura- 
| ged for all his fine Regueries; 

| and ſhe her ſelf. muit; be con; 
 tent- to bear the brune of all 


4 Df Unequal Barriages, Y © 
"oY People are ſtrangely pleaſed” rg! 
find ſhe's met withall at laſt, and! 
wonderfully pleaſed at every 
trick he ſerves her, if he ſhould il. 
bring' a Miſs publickly to his 
_ Houfe, or ſome ſuch ſlighty bus 
 finef6; or- if he entertains: her 
every day with the ſweet Mus 
flick of Damn me and Rot me: 
Sparks: Butif he chance to find* 
the advantage of rouching her 
Copy-ho'd;, of . making the dirty: 
Acres fly about, the old Houſes: 
fo go-to Pot, and 'the tall ftur- 
dy Oaks to rore ;' thars mirth 
and ſport' enough for a month 
at leaſ(?.' FT = p bo 
_ 1: will not infiſt any longer: 
vpon the 11I, effe&ts and unhap-s 
'py Misfortunes of ſuch Matches* 
as theſe; and ſhall: omit the mas# 
ny: grateful - returns theſe-: Pers! 
fons- may - expet from - thei? 
_  Ehildren and other - Relations} 
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.W Old Perſons and Young. 47 ' 
of who are very often fool'd out 
of good: Eſtates by theſe means, 

_ and: New Heirs ſeldom fail of 
being: produc'd, tho 'tis not in 
every mans power to get 'ctn. 
In my. opinion the beſt Uſe-and 
greateſt Adyantage that can be 
made. of ſuch Matches is Pen- 
nance and Mortification, For ſuch 
Old Wives and Husbands -(be- 
| fides the many AﬀMiQions they 

. cauſe) may indeed prove a bet- 
ter Memento Mori than» any 
Deaths Heatl; and perbaps give 
perſons a more hvely* hint: of 
Mortality than a Skutt can do: 
Such ſort of Mar:iages may in- 
deed be well compared to ty- 
ing a man Neck and Heels, 

and leaving him to ſhift for 
nimſelf, whilſt his - ſtrugling: 
ON iy makes him worſe. "But 

how great ſoever the Misfor- 
tnes are; they have always an 
LT Origt- 
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42 Df Unequal Yarriages;. 1 
_ original ſo very ridiculous, thay 
' they. are things more to. bg 

laugh'd at than pityed, which 

have made me leſs ſerious inf 
this Chapter than I thought ta 
have been, or perhaps will bg 
counted agreeable to the per> 
tet Rules of Gravity and Modeſty 
and truly 1 am yery much aſhay 
med to haadlec this Subje&t any 
longer. - = 

. Before 1 finiſh this Chapter, I 

mult deſire the Courteous Rea- 

der to. take notice, that in - all 
this. Diſcourſe there is- not any 
hing ſpoken with the- leaſt de- 
gn. or intention to bring -Oll 

Age into contempt ; for 1 always. 

held that to be a thing that me-. 

rits the greateſt Eſteem, Honour: 
and Feneration imaginable. Bilf 
ket all Old Perſons take this az 
long with rhnem, that- it will e4 
vcr be counted baſe and cony. 

_ temptable,; 
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Old Perſons and Young. 43 
temptable, and a Curſe inſtead 
of a Bleſſing, whilezt wants the 
Ornamental Marks of Grawuty, 
Judament and Diſcretion , which | 
always ought to carefully attend 
it, and be inſeparable ; and. that 
a merry Old Fool, and a gay 
apiſh Matron are- things ſo.nn- 
natural, that a very Ingenious 
Perſon has deſervedly reckaned 
them among the tamer ſort'of 
- Monſters. * Mt Dorn 
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Againi# Perſons Marrying withoug 
the Parents: or Friends Conſent. 
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T HE main deſign of thig 
. Chapter isto ſhew the greg 
1mprudence- and impiety of all 
fach as run raſhly, or without 
Friends knowledg or conſent, 
upon ſuch a folemn thing as Mq- 
trimony ; with: the ſad and farah 
conſequences thereof , whiei 
Will be enough, I'm ſure td 
deter all Perſons of any Sen 
, or Religion from ſtealing of 
"Matches, or {uffer themſelves ta 
s ſtolen by others. T his if 

' a great and abominable orig 
| whicl 
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- with5ut Friends:Conſent. 45 
which 'has grown "wonderful 
common in theſg, late times; 
and for ought Þ. can hear 

_ «25a frequent in .our Nation, 

{nan in our Neighbouring Coun- 

 tri:s, eſpecially for the Female 
Sex, 'becauſe -they are allowed 
more Liberty here, than in-moſt 
other Parts. Though within 
theſe few Yearsthere hath ſome- 
what more -care. been taken to 
prevent © theſe »Incanveniencies, 
and Licences have been. "more 
cautiouſly deliver'd ; yet tht 
we find frequent Examples of 
this nature to the ' great Miſl> 
fortunes of the Perfons' them- 
ſelves, and ſomerimes” to © the 
Ruin of their Famihes.* And 
we can't expeCt it will be othrer- 
wiſe, as long as there are'ſorhe-* 
at-eyery turn ready in 'the 

Dukes-Place, the Mint, or ſome 
teh Priviledg'd corner of [the 


45 Df Unequal WarriagesM w 
a: || Town, who will do this ſma 
FRE. Job of Coopling without the in 
BF conſiderable formality of a I; 
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F Hwcence, or the little conſideratiag 
. ,* of the Canonical Hour. - 
LI ſhall firſt ſpeak a word o 
two concerning. ſuth Men 3 
ſteal Perſons much above then 
themſelves in Fortune, ( for; 
can afford ſuch vile Pradtigy 
no better title than ftealin 


Th 
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ro pretend Love in this caſe,/} 
almoſt as ridicalous as the T4 
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without Friends Conſent, 47 
lor that very fairly fell in Love 
with Queen Elizabeth; ſo that 
the Perſon can have no manner 
of Colour for his-Deftgn in hand 
but a greedy thirſting after Mo- 
ney, and an eager 'perſuing after 
thoſe -Riches which: he hath no 
ſort of Title to, andigets *em as 
unjuſtly as Pirates and Robbers 
do their Booty. Beſides, to Marry 
purely for Moneys without any 
other - confiderartions*-; feldont 
fails - of cauſing an unhappy 
Life: And common-Experience 
ſhews us that-fuch -Perſons as 
theſe have. very ſeldom any 
manner of real: Love or Kindneſs 
tor their ves, though they be 
never ſuch Accompliſh'd.'Beat- 
titul and Deſerving . Ladies; 
then to what a. fine paſs have 
theſe poor . Creatures brought 
mayer? © 
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thout Fiiends; Goneiir. 49 

owers-of AﬀiQions-fall raid, 
imbictering all-rheir: Joys, and 
deſtroying al their fine 'expeCa- 
tions: S-cond!y , Let thcin all 
conlider what a high piece of 
Imprudence *tis for a man ſo dan- 
ceroufly to venture. himſelf 
with a young Creature, whoſe 
fickle Fancy turns like the wind, 
and whoſe ungrounded Love ofc 
opon. ſuch accounts meet with 
1s. cold- and loathing Fits, 'and- 
curdkes to Hatred in:a few. hours 


time, "which by the overſway- 
ing. power of flatrering ' and 
and threatning Friends may 
bring his Life at her Mercy. 


Beltdes, if he marry ſuch when 
ner * Pojtion: 1s-nHot- certain; , i he 
commits a' double Folly t6.nv 
purpoſe ;, and'then his Love for 
Mony has lefrihim in :a very 
[wer pickle indeed. 
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50 Vf Unequal Martiagy 
But: riow to come a: :4 
cloſer to the buſineſs of Ma 
_ ing. without | Friends conſent , 1 
ro ſhew . the. greatneſs of 1 
Aﬀence. It always ought td 
conſidered: that  Natare has: 
ven to Parents 'an extraatdt 
ry Power: oyer their Child 
making far greater diſtin 
here than. in. any other Perf 
whatſoever. And as this 
of . Government: is certainly 1 
molt ' natural: of - any , fall 
othor Gonerninents ſeen. rad 
co have been (made in 1 tj 
tion of this Rirſk Method.; . bd 
for the maſt - pavt- Acguared 1 
Udgirpation and . meer Fall 
and Pokicy of taare-crafiy' hat 
As Parents Authority. is ga 
fo ought; Childrens: 'Dbedieng 
be great too; and all they 
.mends and- Satisfaftion they! 


aggFithout Frienvs' Conſent. 51 
. 4 | er able to make for their' 
 Maringing of them into the World, 
' , Weducation, Eſtates, and rhe like, 
s only 2 ditiful complyance 
b all their juſt Commands, 
ind a hearty deſire of perform- 
rig all their good' Wilhes. —_ 
it (15 that a” X oung Man: WS. 
his noble temper > as ; well AS 
humble diſpoſition : and 'tis this 
that Heaven promiſes ſuch pe- 
caliar Bleſſings to, and'thar the 
World| has fo: oft erown'd with 
| As" Marriage is -thit” greateſt | 
concert, and che Principal thing | 
in which a Paregt always takes 
moſ- cate; and ro fee them. 
well Matched is as! mich as.t6 
. kt '6m-nade happy*: G97 wi L 
Fon of Dinaghner 6! be th. 
obediepe 40 this, 1s/ the) greateſt 
prec ' of -RebelRton, as welf as the 
_ mexeſt-point' of Ingratitude they 
a . _ ca 


52 'Df Unequal Yarrtagg 
Indeed has made_ many a-Fat 
& and . that 1.W ith. | J u ſtice | tot 
utterly caſt. off a hot-brain $ 
from all his future care; a 
waoſe..unlucky Curſes, have | 

| him;ſo.cight, and ſtuck ſo, ch 
to;,.hing,ever. after, as haved 
vert; him to the-,utmoſt Miler 
that attcad Poverty and Raj 
The greatneſs. of th 1 Criy 
few young Perſons conſiders ef 

_ Gially  fiace they. are cont: 
iy ſo extreamly partial. a 
felf-conceited of their. own- þ 
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ithout Ftiends Conſent; 53 
hirms and extraordinary Bs, 
#1 they are ſooh foundred* and. 
oſt: like 6ne-thar rides a' fiery 
reed that ſtops at: nothin g ont 
ins at Swelling Rivers, Crap: 
y Rods and Deadly Precipi- 
es, till the Rider is hurPd off 
2nd daſhed *'in pieces, Thete 
arc the. furious, tranſports . of 
Jarcbrain Youth , who run 
mad for a Face, and ruin them- 
ſelyes for a'meer trifle 
-If al things be- throughly 
and- carefally canfidered ,fuch 
a Crime as-'this maſt . appear 
extraordinary foul -and infa- 
mous, and of ſuch a Baſe Na- 
rure as can never be excuſed 
by: an- unconcerned Srander* by, 
ſieh-as. I profeſs my ſelf*to He. 
To'haye a kind indulgent” F4- 
ther, '\whoſe ſofteſt W ithes.” and 
greateſt Joys, always attend his 
9075 good Fortune; careful of him 
Bs D 3 even. 


54 Df Gnegqual Hartinges| 


exen to the . raging Paſſion 
Tealoulte, to w . his aumf} 
Pains, uſe his greateſt end 
pj .* pours, | and. ill. racking. þ 
- Striving Head both: 15 


yo _ o $ 
\ 2 
X ® % 
\ , 


H eh, and all with the joyi | 
expectation of his - Sons DEL | 
great and happy aftgr jeſt a 
and placing; the  greatct 
"of. his. own Happineſs in h 
fo have a Rubbora ug 


_ Son to daſh .and 0 : 


zurn. the, whole "Fake oh _ i 


FS Galt, Trl} al C44 "bo 
'ving thopes. at ance. This. ; 
too. much for a Father-to beaj ; 
and. chen 'tis no wonder to. 
£3 . Parent (tho never. io gok 
and good- Natured ) .deciy 
; 3c .urmoſt ſeveritys, and atolf 
blow .to lop off a Monſirg 
Excreſcency. | | 
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38 without Friends Conſent. 55 
| That this Offence is puniſh- 
\ ed wirh ;Di/tnbertance , there's 
ſcarce any- thing more com- 
mon ; and a Father. in this caſe 
is very ſeldom much blanc 
or reckoned ſevere or unit 
for When a Son .or Daughter 
have by . their Diſobedrence 
broke their: Fathers Heart, and 
and have thrown him off as a 
Perſon that has nothing to -do 
with them ; he has a good and 
honeſt Plea ' to leave chem to 
themſelves, Some Fathers in- 
deed are often glad to. find 
ſuch -an Excuſe when they have 
a mind to put off their Daygh- 
ters Without. Portions -þ becauſe 
they are fure that. thes will cer- 
tatnly  vindicate their Proceed- 
ngs ro the inquiring Wertd. 
99 that it is moſ} apparenmtthac 
this 5 a far Ireator Gri me-tnan 
molt /young People xake- it to 
LED D 4 be ; 


56 © Gnegiutal Pattiages; 
be; ſo that for a man of Jn 
genuity and Generoſty 'tof be guilt 
iy'of ſuch /a faitlt, to' me ſeem 
very inconſiftant "Neither cal 
I well conceive how a man of 
ſenſe can ever excuſe himſelf 
from ſuc:t.a - prodigious 'piecd 
of Tneratitude , fitee that of all 
otner. Vites - is 'Huſtly eſtcem'd 
te baſeſt and meaneſt, and of 
fuch a Nature, that even thoſe 
Perſons who | haye ſeemed- tg 
make their -buſincſs and deſign 
to att and brag of all other, 
Rogueries, arc yet aſhamed - of 
that, and arc very carctul -r 
conceal it, as a thing that cat 
get them-no manner of Cons 
mendation. or- Applauſe, not {0 
much as among. their rudy 
Companions, b 
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But let us now ſpend a thought 
or two about the Female Sexil 
As for- thoſe, Nature hs ſeen 
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without Fricnvs Tolnfſent. 579 ! 

0. take: a more. pecuhar Care. : 
in moulding them and ma- 
king them "more cafte and com-' 
pliant; - and of giving them a 
!ofcer :and more flexible Diſpo- 
ftion, finely adapred to Obedi- 
ence. | But. to rhe Male it has 
afforded: a" fironger and more 
governing: Nature, and” has gi- 
ven them. more - Power. and 
Command. Therefore Obedi- 
cnce and Compliance in: the Fe- 
male: ſeems: more convenient and 
neceflary, as being. more ſuira- 
ble and / natural. And if all 
things be rightly. conſidered, 
they are not to- expe&t to | be 
their-own. Carvers in all things, 
nor. to” have / ſo: large a rigat 
1. chooling: -as: Men... Their 
Friends Care* and Judgment is 
always rationally looked upon 
as tar -more-'fir and proper for 
the. choice of what. will. be::for 
Ds their 


| $58 Df Unequal Barriages,. 
- their happineſs and Welles 
tng, than their own fond Hu» 
mours, which proceed from ati 
unſetled ' Fancy. $o that their 
main and principal care in 
this Life ought to be how td 
foften' thoſe troubles , and how 
to make that pleaſant. and ca 
fie which falls to their fhareyj 
if they ſhould chance. to mee 
with a Perſon and - Humours,, not! 
alrogether ſo. well and agreeas 
ble as might have reaſonably 
been withed for.. 7, i 
_ The truth of all this : will 
_calily appear ,, and become.:as 
ckar 3s the Sun, af we .come 
carefully :to  confider. and:refiv} 
upon the Unſteady.:Nature aus 
Unſaticfied Diſpolition:of Touths, 
and eſpecially of the Female 
Sex, whoſe Reaſons are for rhe 
molt part byaſſed :by their iu | 
MOULrs. , and: not: ſtrong eno Y 


-- 


without Friends Conſeit, 59 MY 
to diſcern and ſcarch 1oto thoſe +. all 
things which are beſt for a * 
Setled and Married Life, For. 
their-Fancies are almoſt always . 
catrying them aloft, which 

makes their Brains giddy, over- 
caling; thair 'Reealons,: and Jead- . 

ing them ahaut. chrough -by-. 
Paths and uncertaiba Places, Itke. 

an Jznrs Fatuws, .and - at- laft- 
loofes tham .in a wild: defolate - 
Wilderneſs. ft ' wil «be: mucty: 

more apparent”: and vifible, . if - 

ye. look wpon Examples,” which- 
frequently ſhews us how ex- 
treamiy unfortunate many;young - 
Wanen - age. in. their. chaice, . 

when -:jt -has dependad- wholly: 

Upon :thenafelves. And:rfurther;. 

15 Very ,camimantto> find thaſe:- 

very ladies that chaxe :heen 1o 
extream]y nice, ſo wonderfully: 

curing and difficult »ro -pleaſe;\, 4 

Uildaining. and laughing IR | A 

=D? that; 4 


60 Df Unequal Yarrtayas;”7 
that: look like the Yulgar, and? 
icoxping and diſpiſing all tha! 
lem mean or common ; {o that! 
one would think, nothing leſs! 
could ſatisfie them than an Anget: 
dropt .from the Clouds: Yet! 


. (I fay-!)*tis very uſaal for theſo 


Mck-Criticks at laſt ro throw! 
temſelves under the: ſubje&ion'! 


_ of .Whimtical Flutring Fop, or: 


a:..meer ftarched and - joynted 
Bartholbtmiw- Pappet , | whoſe 
Stock:iof Wit: and -Mony 'is as! 
ſmall: as his Impertinence: and: 
Impudence is large. - +1. |} 
If we do but obſerve the ge- 
nerakity of the Young Lagies: 
of: this our:Age . who 'pretend: 


 ſo-much':to. Modiſbnefs and: the 
'Jike:; we. cannot but wonder to; 


| 


| find ſo many Inconliſtencies; 


A” 


»-+.-, and to ſee with what large 


© | mixtures 'of Fickleneſs , Uncons 
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neſs they are made up: withal. 
How difficult to pleaſe, how. 
critical in- fooliſh trifles , * how” 
Extravagant and Finnicat in 
their Attire ; how. wonderful- 
ly delighted with all that's gay” 
and glittering, how - ſtrangely 
ubounding in'' Diſcourfe, how 
royiſh and freakiſh in 4 'o 
Aﬀtions; having vitiated Pa- 
' lates that can reliſh nothing 
that's Grave or | Serious, or can 
ehdure 'any' thing that's pru- 
dent or diſcreet: We may (I 
fy ) whenwe conſider all this, 
well enough conclude that: that 
Perſon who courts one of them, 
and defires to- gain- her, needs 
only. a gay lacd Coat rather 
than a ' decent” one, to pleaſe 
her nice Fancy ; an- Imperti- 
nent. Fongue ( like Sir Formal 
Pifles ) overlaid with Fuſtian 
and Bombaſt Words rather 
DH than- 
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| than ſ&nſe, to hold "og. in | oi 
{courſe ; and a Maggoriſh Nad} 
dle well tufted with Lmpus 

dence { like ;Sir Poſitive .at WI 

ro make her believe any! 


thin Yo i 
, "OY ſort of Perſang 
as theſe y common experiende; 
ſhews us that Dancing-Maſterg: 
and Singing-Mafters have chigk- 
ly :the greateſt influence ; the! 
ohne by the nimble ſhaking -ahM 
his. Heels, and. che - other by, if 
the cunaing quavering” :af bis. 
Voice, ſo melting ,aud charm: 
ys. the -poar .Fool., that ſhes 
upon the ſighing 'whining. 
Vein, till ſhe's ſtark mad iro be iſ 
delivered from 'her old Fathers: i 
Clutches. And this is -muckh: \ 
more likely .if Age has - not; 
firengthned - her -Reafon, ar: 
ripened her Underſtanding | (0. 
BEſs 0 :dilkinguiſh berween gay: | 
| things | 
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things and good things, and=: 35 
to diſcern Te fatal (effects: .of.-. 4 
ſuch Baſeneſs : and this brings * 
her .to laugh at the Kind and 
wholeſome advices of a Pater, 
. and: to look upon her Friends 
as all peeviſh, {illy and incon- 
{iderate Perſons that -deſerye not. 
a ſerious —_ be thrown 
away upon them. After -this 
indeed Years may harden her 


in herwickedneſs, and help;her. 
:o-2 large ſtock -of Impudence, 
but they ſeldom teach ther. any. 
| Prudence-or Diſcretion, ifor her 
ridiculous Follies and ftubborn- 
Vices will yet grow ſtronger 
_ with her Age; dike gliding Ri-- 
vers and flowing. Streams, {ti]l. 
encrealing the further they rum 
trom the .hountain-head. Bur 
the poor ſclf-deceiving Creature 
fkidom looks about her, till the 
manifeſt appearance of approach- 


ng 


| 63 ©f Unequal Darriagea 
tg) Rail from"an -inhuraill 
cirſt ' Hirsbahd opens: her 'Byd 

| -. to fome«purpoſe,- attd ſhew:het 
 trhat all the Wit and: Expctia 
| - enice ſhe have gor- are the dear 
elt--things ſhe eyer purchaſe$ 
—Phus we-fnd many ſad Ew! 
amples' of this: Nature , of: ſes! 
veral- Young «Perſons who rung, 
 raſhly- and without any fort ofs 

| - Conijderation to get themſelves! 
wartried', never--minding a oY; 
ting; that belongs to fuch x: 


Ld 


Condition, bur thoſe vain flat» 
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tering Pleaſures - that their. de- 
laded ' hopes preſent to their dis ? 
fant. view. throngh a corrupt-. 
ed and falfe mediwm. *Tis of; 
ten- ſeen that 'many. a . poor) 
Young. Girl is trick and cheat! 
ed into Matrimony to the greats 
grief of her Parents, and h er: 
own laſting -Torment ;, and thavf 
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knowledge 'of the troublefome 


_ cares and concerns of this World, 


and before ſhe well underſtand 


what a Husband means, or what 


and where Iyes the Conveni- 
encics and Inconveniencies that 


a Married Life 1s- capable: of. 


And perhaps the - Perfor- that 
did It 1s; ſome debauchcd -beg- 
early Rakehcl, ſome baſe un- 
zcencrous Fellow, whoſe Dung- 
hil Paſſion wHl. never- raiſe his 
drowlie Soul above the ſmelFof 


dirſt,, and deſires nothing bug 
Mony, which he fo preedily. 


deyours. and ſwallows down: to - 


_ his Wives ruinc, 'an4 his own 


Deſtruftion. 


Now the main Source ' from _. ; 


whence theſe : Paſſions ( on -the 
fans account ) do riſe; and the 
chief Spring that moves ſo ma-- 
ny .young mens AﬀeCtions,” and 
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Df-Unequal- Barriages.,3 

_ kurries away. their Reaſops 

_ tom -paying the Reſpeay 
dye to their Parents., is Beaus 
fy, an Obje& that always cars! 

rys {omething with it ſo ex} 
celient and Charming, as can] 
acver.be well defined or deſcri-; 
bed... And *'tis this that ſo ma=} 

; \Fagonp ſets Unſteady Youth! 
__allin a raging fire, fo violent;# 
' Jy toffing his tempeſtuous Soul, 
and ſo gorcibly carrys him on; 


- + 


towards his Imaginary Bliſs, thar 
the -loud crys of Reaſon can-ne- ' 
yer be heard, but only when. 
it comes with a gentle ſmile," 
to favour the canfe* in hand, 8 
and plead for that ſoft Paſhon1% 
and this cauſes them ſomerimes'i 
to be ſo extravagant as to 
make Goddeſſes of Women ( Any 
gels art leaſt) and place evaagi 

EF Diwnty it felf in a poor filly 

 Martal. Then you'l hear now. 

Wu thing 


Hearts; ng. 
$5: like 3 *y all his Diſzotr c 


vindicas! 
- World, mg. Me 325, all def. _— 
perate Attempts, and | Dying . ; 
for her ;three or *four times a 3 
Theſe things, th 
"= are true, ang: oft. 


ſerve more Pity than Jan 

_ for Beauty the - chief canfe of. 

this, is like a cruel Bafilish 

often Kills us at diſtance , ar 

_ before we know any ching -of 

If, & Ta Tat. 
The Old. Men indeed: come 

wo fo their Sons, 08 4 

that Beauty 


; (a. comnke 
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-But the Young Men as pertly 
. reply; it mill buy. Content - wh 

# far better, an Anſwer - trilf 
faſficients and: of full force- we! 
grant, if 1t were- as true as the 


other. But this we frequently? 


find ſo far from procuring: any? 
real ſatisfaftion 'or Content, thats 
It has many times been the pri-! 
maty- Caufe of: the greateſt Mis; 
ſeries and Afﬀidtions that can® 


befall a Marryed Life. And ifs 
Prejudice be wholly laid aſide: } 
*rwill ' cafily be ſeen that: ſcatce} 
ever any Marriage has been on M 
both fides happy , that had'no 


- other. Foundation | than what} 


comes from the Charms of out-} 


fide Beauty; which indeed - is} 


far -more-fit to- increaſe a Mans ll 

_ iApperne,. than -to ſettle ary il 
FJ *1.* = A 

_ rue Likings'. and will ſooner 
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without: Friends Conſent. 4 
is.. Jealoafte, - that curſed -Bane-to 
all the Pleaſures: of. cthe-/Marri., 
.» ag6-Bed, - which makes: their beſt 
Delights' a 'raging - Torment, 
and turns the greateſt Bleſſings 
into the .greateſt Plagues. So ..: 
thar to have. thzs without. Vir- _ 
cues 1s 4 thing that .none Hut | 
 ſtupid-and ſevſleſs Perſons would 
. endure; For. then 'tis like- a 
 hot- burning. Coal: whoſe bright 
and ſparkling looks: many may 
gaze on With: admiration: £- 
nough; but none but Fools-and 
Madmen are willing. or. daring 
enough to - touch. For who 
but ſuch a Madman- would for 
the 'gratifying-of -his. fancy man 
and-.throw” himſelf- ineo- the 
ceyouring ; Flames ? Who for.a 
 tew-trankient fits of ;:Joy. waujd 
| part--with all the Pleaſures -of 
_ hisfoftand ſweet Repoſe ? Who 
* for the -Honour of |Embracing 


Et Of Unequal Parte 


a painted Cloud, would 1 


eir both his Heaven of Cad | 


here, and his Heaven of Hap 
| Pineſs hereafter, by being 


ways upon the rack ' of Jealows 


fee, and tormenting - Fears, leaf 
his Beauviful Texebel prove falſe} 


and -another- admire that Phani 
raſtical Face which he himſe | 


formerly doated on. 

Let us conſider Beauty v4 
felf, and quite ſtrip of 
thoſe Ornaments ſhe borrodl 
bo the Arts and 'Tricks-9 


, for her upper Decc : 


thous he gets from -commel 
"Shop keepers and Thre-women, | h 


lower ones fronz'' Taykrs: ail 
Brokers, and her ſweer: ravY 
ing Complexion very - 
from a little Stuff: rhat ico F 
from a Painters Pencil, whit 
ſometimes dawbs her over: Hl 


A: i. cans There —_ 


l 
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g 


as, 
——— 


their Force do dreſs her up as 
gay: as poſfible, and are as ex- 
travagant (if it can be ) as our 
unbounded Fancies. I ſay, if 
we ſeriouſly reflect on all this, 
we ſhould not find it fo cont 
derable: as to make us forget 
our greateſt Bleſſings our  Free- 
doms to enjoy it; nor y&- fo. 
permanent as to make us hope 
for any laſting Pleaſures from 28. 
_ For when *risnever fo natural, 
_ a {mall -fit of- Sickneſs oft- takes 

away the ſuperficial patt of it, 
and a few years, Children, and 
1 Nature do take away all the 
reft of the varniſhed Featuves. 
Then the hot fit of ' -Paffion © 
ſoon turns to the col# one of 
loathing.; and. all thoſe ſoft Joys 
; and: charming Pleaſures, which 
raging and unzily Defires -ex- 
peited to.-mect withal-, dull 
ns ſent, - 
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2 Df Unequal Yartiagi 
' ſent, and nothing left but: 
rotten decayed Veſſel, berefty 
all that's good, and emprig 
of all its Delights. So tha 
Young Perſons are under # 
very ſtrange miſtake when theft 
think Beauty alone can mal 
any: Marriege happy ; for thi 
they may be. moſt certain of 
that whatſoever Love has nf 
ſtronger legaments than whi 
proceed from. thence ( befidt 
the Racks of Doubts and Fel 
loufies which fo often attenf 
it-) can never laſt any long 
than that will ; no more thi 
that Love which is groundg 
-on Mony, can. outlaſt- the ſped 
1ng of 1t. | ; 0 
_ 'Thereare ſeveral other thing 
beſides Beauty., which mak 
many a Woman be loved ail 
adthired, and of cauſe You 
Perſons to tranſgreſs the Dail 
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they ,owe- to 
as Good ; 


a quick Wit, and a _ſmeet Force: 
and all theſe have. each their 
peculiar Charms ,"atd. are ad- 
mired by many. . men. (and 
perhaps with juſtice' top .) ..a: 
much as Beauty it elf. AE 
for all that, when evyery..one 
of theſe unite their Power 
| and Forces, and. meet . toge- 
cher in one Woman {( which 
is certainly as ftrong.. .and 
mighty . temptation. - for. Youth 
to encounter withal ). they-are 
many times misfortunes -( when 
abſtrated from: vertue ) rather 
than Advantages, and Plagues 
rather than Bleſſings , there be. - 
ing all to be found in many 
2 common Proſtitute, and in 
the very worſt of Women. 
Neither indeed can theſe gro- 
cyte. any manner of fatisfattt- 
De es as © 
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74 Df Unequal Barriages;] 
or or real-cotitent, when try 
Love , Vertuous Tnclinations., ant 
a. Competeney are. wanting ; the 
two former being abſolutely 
neceſfary to * make firm theif 
Taypinels,, and' keep it ſo pers 


petpally'; 'and the latter te 


- gain Friends conſents, and tq 
CLOWN: all their | Joys: A 
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iris Hy ignorkut, of 
FAY TIT AIATIL ro way ey In it Wh 
(hall. thits'- fool? plunge 
himfelf” ins. the a of an 
Obrat' of Doubts,” which wilt 
be” 'a' devo! Hg Totment fa 
a perpetual Re to- lns M 
if he has any thing of-. 
_ or. Soul in” him. Yer he t n 
marries. a'Perſo6n without his 
Parents cotiſent, (the warit "of 
air Eſtate . being fappalt * ww 
Rinder' their” go T thog i" 
pcrhaps* tie. 1s. not” abloucely 
ceftain his' Miſirel doit love 
him;, yet he can. never” be 
c>ttafti! the does;,- or rhat* the 
_ don't” loye his Mony tare bet bets 
ter than himſelf; which Ft he 
khows* he's* doubly, 7 th 
onery het. For" when ©: 
Perſons. fidſt fer: their” "heat 


on mM as It is al Wo 
Tet "In" this" caſe )* nflle 
Ez litle 


| 76 ; Of Xx. Unequal Barriageg) 
little. elſe . but. thoſe-. ill Prg 
perties and ridiculous vanitig| 
that all mean Perſons ſo mug 
ſeek after; and whac is moy 
uſual than to have Mercinay 
Spirits, ſoon. lefe all ſenſe of. Ge 
Rerpfil ny or. Graticade?; mo” 
"$8 Perfont are « Op 
nion, Tos if they marry watt 
them. , of "apr Rank, rig ; 
1; manage ' them as the 
by aſs. oe. do . Ns belicy 
atizude will always... 
a 9 a Obligation to bi 
them. - to. all Aﬀc ton , Loxe; 
Ec Reſpect. 2nd po rnagget, 7 
Cas; ns Ttney .Propolec ; 
ls gar ſtrange and wot 
derfyl things, and their .con 
trivances the beſt ordered, an 
the moſt- ingeniouſly inventg 
that can be for their bo 
and. content. Bur ſach a 
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without Friends Tonlent, 77 
ſon ought ro be” put' among. 
the Cautious Cir Solomons Pro- 
che Cautious <1r Solomons 
jetors, and be ſure ro meet 
with no better Juck than he; 
forithis is a vain and fooliſh 

ſuppoſition ;* fir for only the 
unthinking part of the World, 
and*contradifting all common 
Experience. For that conſtant- 
ly ſhews us that he that takes 
his Maid 'for his Conſort, finds 
her no Jeſs Proud 'and 1Impe- 
riolis', than' he'* that” marrige 
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nay' very oftentimes mote ; for: - 
all Baſe Forn 'Inferiqur Per- 
ſons ('though  natiirally; of- a 
D:ſpofition good enough!) are 
ſtrange'y changed: 'and'altered. 
by ſuch Honovots, "as being 
| fo- much above their Compa- 

nions ;' Which tnakes rhem have 
a: 'vaſt conccir'”of--their own 
Worth and Merits, their Pride 
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and . Jnſolency excreaſing 
that degree: as they FY X cot 
altagetl cr inſupportatl le ; wh 
ner Educatiqns are far. mi 
NO le and genergqus, being a to 
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to ,oWn;Obligations. | © 3 
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| Not to inſiſt t00: long 'upg 

this Head s NOT TOO be tool 
dious on this Subje&; in how 

ll Young Perſons whatfgew 

' way. obſerve and rake this þ 
Y fg certain, and © undenl 
Dt "rath 9. that .they nt I 
. have nor. can hayc a pow 
of diſpoling of themſelves | 
they pleaſe, as long as the 
Parents or.. Friends 1traff 
have any manner of dep 
dence upon them ; and. 1 
their Inclinations and Delif 
be how they. will , they ;cal 
not enter : into ſuch a ſole 
and facred Jnſticution as Matn 
1101 


- vithotit Friends Content? 79 
mony of their. own, accord with- 
out their Paxents-iconlent 3, they 
being ſo far part, of 4hett 
Goods ( and the .cleareſt:and 
molt valuable roo ) tart: to 

give themſelves away utyknown 
ro them , . 18 a kind .of Robbe- 
ry or Theft, or perhaps ſeme- 
thing worſe. This is a Crime 
| Which they can never an{wer 
to God or Good Men; for 4 
Marriage is - not real or- truly 
 compleat according . to God's 
Laws X till. Parents : by. [thetr 
_ conſent make firm the - Gon- 
tract. And this is the:come 
mon Opinion of the' chief. of 
- our Divines, as far as I cag- un 

derſtand. GR Welt 


But ſome perhaps, whoſe tins 
goyerned Paſſio!is have wholly 
ed them away , Will: pretend 
tnat the ſoft Alurements 3 and 
DB « ſweet 


_ & Df. Unequal: Yarriages; 
ſheet Temptdtions of Beaut 
Good Nature , Wit and the lik 
have been ſo very ſtrong an 
owerful, that they have ni 

en able in any manner 1 
reſiſt them;  F will not- ex; 
- mine how Humane Natuf 
may reaſonably be ſuppoſed t 
have power of -encountrin 
there ; but: however this Pr 
_ tence will - never ſerve , fin 
the ventuting to ſtand t 
brunt and [force of them ,. at 
of ifayouring of Opportunities, I 
one-' of their Principal Faulk 
For thoſe aboye all things, al 
ever -to be moſt carefully at 
cunningly avoided ; and ſhut 
ned as the moſt dangerous It 
tettions ; and like a full ng 
of inraged Hornets , diſturbt 
| by ſome unwary Travelle 
more to- be fled from rhj 
fought withall. Beſides tempi 
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withsut Frienns:Canſght.: 8c" 
tion - is +a « poor ©.pretence! that. 
_ every\common Proſlitute makes . 
uſe. of. to extenuatre: and. ex+- 
cuſe her filtby-Luſts , + arid e-- 
very  Perjured-- Villain -to; up-: 
hold. his Rogueries;: and -if; 
this would hold: good, . the- 
greateſt - Wickedneſs in the : 
World might -go- unregarded. , 
and - Crimes. -. of .the, :higheſt . 
and-.blackeſt. nature. £0 (till an-. : 
___ FT WS 


Therefore: lert- Children cons 
| {ider , and dread the Unhap-. 
py. Conſequences of all: ſuch - 
Matches roy as their: OW n':Raſh- 'F 
neſs and . moſt Unruly Deſires. -- 
leads them to; whaſe ' begin-: 
niags are: commonly with. the - 
violent and hot flames - Of: 
Love , and: do: ſoon turn-to:- 
the :fad,.and cold fits. of Loathr > 
wg. By 20 pos it is 0%» 
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$ $32 - Df Unequal Parriageg, 
' - mon! for :a ' Man: to have «; 
tormenting. Yife that plague 
and hates him , ſtubborn: ane 
rebellious - Chil./ren that deſpiſe 
ang: ſcorn him, an. Eſtate quite 
fthattered and waſted”, his Un; 
happy Self upon the very 
brink of certain ' Kuin , nop 
oying:- how (0.. avoid ot 
eltape' it and. all the time 
pethaps-. che - hatred'\.. and al 
ger. of his unreconciled Pas 
rents 3 which laſt will always 
A a deyouring and gnaw- 
| "Worm , and a clog oh 
fo weight to his Giſfrndhy 
cd. 'Soul. For Diſobedience. (the 
fatal. cauſe of their troubles, 
is. an aſperſion ſo very vike 
and. ugly, that nothing. bui 
[ime and Reperitance: c: 
wipe oft in this World. And 
thexelore once mote tet © 


-- without Friends Conſent, 33. 
\ Young Perſons whatſoever to 
have a more than ordinary--. 
- care of ſuch things, and that 
their Stubborneſs and Diſobedi- 
ence do not pull down God's 


juſt yengeance , aud their Pa-= 
rents curſes upon their Head.. - 


CHAP. IV; -, 
Againſt Perſons. Marrying without 


their own Conſeat. 


Arents 1 do not-doubt bud 
will be well enough plea- 
ſed with moſt of che 'Paſſagey 


_ of the former Chapter , ſince 
that ſpeaks ſo much in behalf 
of-their Prerogative , and - as 
_ Childrens Diſobedrence ; but: 
i am afraid they'l ſcarce re- 
liſh this following Chapter, 
nor well digeſt a bulineſs| 
which rouches them ſo nearg 
iy; for rhis treats of the lafl 

ort of Unequal Marriages , ig 
Which they themſelyes are thi 
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$5 Df Unequal Batrtages,4c;; 1 
principal Afﬀors and are moſt. 2} 
guilty., namely of marryMiy 
cheir. Children without their, 
Conſents ', or againſt their. 

' Wills. We may obſerve that 
every Pcrſon is very angry. 
and unealle, . wheti he. comes. 
to ſee his own. vile Praftices 
and Vices-. laid open. te the. 
cenſuring World; but aboye. 
all., Old Perſons - take it moſt 
oriecvoully, becauſe: their - high. 
conceit of their own- Experi-, 
ence leads them- to believe, 

themſelves beyond doing of In-. 

juries,. or at leaſt of: deſerying , 

to be centred. - ft -:: 


1.am-now. arrived 'and juſt, 
entring upon a moſt ſad and. 
Malancholly Subje& , and; I. 


- 
. 


rious._ .refleQions. and. ; forme. | 
_ mouraſul _choughts upon, .it;; | 
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86 Of Unequal Marriages, 'W wi 
a Subjet that many are apt'} an 
Watt at, and cannot en- + 
dure fo much as to hear it? 
once mentipned , having expe- ll 
rimentally found the fad ahd: 
fatal Effe&s of it, either in Þ c 
themſelves or their Relations. 
And this is a Curſe that mean 
and Inferiour Perſons are ſel> : 
dom or never liable to,. and. 
are. but very. rarely treubled-. | 
with the Misfotunes that fo coms-;.- | 
monly attend it. But thzs. ve-- | 
ry. frequently accompanies the - | 
Gaudy Pomps and Airy Noik-- F 
of - Magnificence , Grandure-' and + 1 
Riches, ſtill aiming and ftrt- || 
king at great and lofty Places, .. 
whilſt little ones commonly . 
eſcape free; like the ordinary'y 
and common Diſeaſes which i: 
roceed from Luxyry', being? 
Tacyed ar Conzges do"alwayh 
LAHPES 
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' without their own Eonſent, +. 


" and Palaces. $o tht this. is 2 
thing that lights more - yupan 
the heads of Great Pertons. 
Children than others, and that. 
ro0 upon. the” Female Sex mote 
commonly than the ale. 


As for the arcarneſs of this 
lojury , there's nothing mare; 
apparent; - bgivg: ſuch, that alt 
the pains'-and- cares; _ a Pa-; 
rent. 1s able to' take 0 .:O3.© Dev; 
form for a Chud in hes ſad} 


, can never make, amen 
iSfa-. 
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_ 88 Df Unequal Matrtages;1 
it moſtly prove 5s the - WOF ſt'd id 
. all conditions whatſoever, . and*f 
is: very- often -one of the- greats! 
eſt Plagues-that - can- well be 
fall -a Man, making their'com! 
ditions-. more ſad - and imiſeras 
ble than the pooreſt Wret-. 
ches who - beg' bread from. 
door to door +: - and this mays: 
be: ' confirmed - ſufficiently - by: 
too many: lamentable and de-). 
plorable Examples: of this kind:i. 
So -that-a Wife and Think 
ing Man - ( eſpecially if hel 
comes to - conſider the - great? 
{tas [that conſtantly attend it Þ: 
would ſooner chooſe- the- bas); 
leſt: - and-- meaneſt - [mploymentsy. 
and moſt centemptible - of alÞ 
callings ,. than endurc- thoſe reſt 
leſs- Tortures, that fo necefſari-w 
ly- belong -to all- ſuch: Unforuul 
nate Matches, © © 
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without their own Conſent, 8. 


For a Parent to bring up. 
his Child with all. the kind- 
neſs, tenderneſs and care ima- 
oinable; to be always. ready 
to inſtru& him 1n every - good 
and vertuous Exerciſe ; to be 
moſt exaQt. in teaching him 
all the excellent and . noble 


Accompliſhments which - -his 


Condition , Eſflate and Quali- 
ty ſo mich deſferve.; to 

luffer him. in, and to, pro-: 
care - him all the © moderate ** 
and Innocent Pleaſures and- 

Recreations that may be had-; 
and to indulge him. and 
love him. as- his own ' Soul, - 
is a thing tho frequently yer 
very commendable , - and. is. 


ſomething that will bind a. 


generous . Diſpoſition far_ftron- 
ger than the Obligations; that 
proceed frofiſſg#er , - Fear and 


"I | ©f anequa Partiageg 


conſtrained Obedience. Bur th 
for ſuch. a Parent by his aveh 
vialent zeal , and too eagep 
deſire after *his Sons Happid 
neſs ,* by an unlucky blow 1 
ruin tin at . once beyond alf 
relief, -is a thing moſt” ſtravges 
unaccountable and prodigious 
I am extreamly ſorry that] 

' can truly ſay, *tis 2 thing <A 
has been” often done and pray S. 
Rifed ; ' and that roo by luch 
Parents, ; whole 'good chute 
ons, Gravity, Prudence and ; py 

enuity., would haye ſpoke. fa q | 
trex thin 5 for them , ang} 
( one wou if have thought } 
might have taught them mor 
Pie  Piety and Hboveſy , 
at leaſt nihre Fit. and Diſs 
; .464n out of a fool f 
10 carce worthy 
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uy unhappy AN 


without their own: Conſent, _ 


tail Miſery -ypan their Fame- 
es for ſucceeding Ages 


 W hen. 1 come. to conſider 
the ſtrapge cares and troubles 
Gat, Parents, AVE f 10 
Chl ens. Ge 'tis Ty. -and 
EM 'then, -t hat ] am ready 
_ to think algal all Marriages 
unfortunate. huc 


on the other oe 'whea +1 
n=" vor s the. Wer 008 
Gur latisfaRion = a 


| receive from. their -gogd | 

- Viour, and their ho 
ted themſelyes wg of their 
proying well,. when :tney ſee 
nothing to..the comrary .z L find 
thoſe are Epgines firong . and- 
powerful enough to held. then 
up, and to keep them frodi 
linking under . a load of carcs 
and concerns... Parents Lives are 
nw like thoſe of . Ports" and 
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Gameſters , , Who can: yery rat 
ly arrive: to. the pleaſure + 
being cool and art reſt ; cheis 
buſte Souls and* overwhelm's 
Defites are contitjually. in flams S. 
which never- ſuffers them"! a 
have a calm and eyer* teit 
per-, but- makes them alway 
either in Raptures or Diſpait 
according as their good or ba 
Fortune: requires it- * Tis chelf 
doing of things which conf 
monly ruins their Deſigns, 
breaks all their meaſures , thi 
exceſs -of Love makes their Chill 
_ bold-, impudent- and fail - 
their 'overmuch* Care al 
7 for: them-, makes; rhe 
idle, .. careleſs and | undutiful 
" the 27 caloufee makes: them-' mi | 
Mr fful , diſdainful and . tl 
hate. and flifhe their Conill 
| mands';- and their: Rigidnefl 
a_ and. deſtroys all: ra 
genes 0 | 
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without their own: Content, g3 
gencrous thoughts, and.corrupts 
the * Morals. Yer they think 
many times they can mould 
them as they pleaſe., and in- 
cine theit..minds as-they think 
fit of and n becauſe | they ſuppoſe 
their Children do not know what 
z good for themſelves , -: their 
threats muſt drive them to it, 
which deſtroys the very effence 
and nature -of Good of Marrt- 
age; and when 'they--have once 
got them.. coupled -to an-Eſlate 
and .a few Titles, 'they think 
they have done . all ; tho per- 
haps they haye undone all , 
and ruined them: to all intents 


$ 


and purpoſes. 


. ww 


- That no :man might think 
that 1] have ſaid any thing 
out of Ill Will or Prejudice, 
1 do. freely and ſincerely des 
Flare ,. that 1 have ſo good 
4 Ron | an 


3 Opinion of all Parents! 
EL ly of thefe forts: 1 al 
rreatiiig of , that I cannot” vl 
rich as- ſuppoſe: any of the 
to! deſire;- of heartily 'wiſh t ſe 
Chitdivn the: lealt! Hott or” Irj 
ry: mtjch* leſs 'thetr laſting 
Miſry of Ruin; (tho we fi vl 
ovetal: upon" the- account 7 
Pailt® atid Diſobedtence , 0 
Havepar extravtdinary-ill chic 
upow rheir” Childier ,” atid tad 
38 theys thernfelves haſt net 
know t9/be hatd and crueny Cl 
Be wherr I''g&-abont* to aquy w 
thein: of! this Vice, I' muſk F n 
nev&ffity:  acenl(c- the” of! an yy \W 
_ tufferable piece of Folly” :( 
aides a horrible Sin "which 
All! miention ts: the -by and 
by") * when che think ro mal 
cha: Math © -happy which begil 
with? bated: ants! loathing ;. 
this @- ridiefllous thing wi 


without thefrown Coiiſent, 95 + 


men of their Age and Expe- 
Tience can- never be ſuppoſed 
co be ignorant of. They. may 
as well hope. to ſec the. Poles 
of the Heavens. meet, or. make 
Fire: and Water agree ,., as the 
Loves, Inclinations. and Aﬀe- 
Qions of ſome Petſons. Young 
Peoples Humours and Paſſions 
are very ofteri ſtrange and un- 
governable.z and ſuch as are 
impoſſible to-unite; and Fathers 
ate. not $ imagine. that their 
Children ate. like Trees. in 
which they can graft different 
Humours and Inclinatiagsy WP 
wel 28 differens Fruits, : 
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" Bit ſotne Parents,” ths be: 


gitning. to petceive. ard. refiet 
108 upon the miſerable god cow 
wy rable Effeds of the*hat 


ſevere: Lifigg ,, their- Fay ow. 


1g. In” a-pace, do ſtil flatter 


_ them- 


£96 Df Unequal Watriageg,, 
themſelves with the hopes thay 
time ſhould eaſe them, an 
Help to "ſet all to rights againg 


Vt 


Li) 


And. this is the common ang 
threadbare Pretence that al 
Parents make uſe of to exculf 
_ their Severity and Injuſticez; 
for, ſay they, tho the Wound, 
wide and troubleſom, yet the Cut 
7s not very bard, time and bak 
my Bloxd , with a little care}, 
will make all well again, But (af 
_ Experience confutes this , and 
ſhews it to be altogether fall 
and frivolous; for we conſtants 
ly -find that length of tims 
and days do very rarely pre 
duce any ſort of cure for thi 
Diltemper (* as it has-been--of 
ten ' hoped for) but for ti 
-moſt part rather encreaſing 
Torment; for theſe Wounl 
_ are. like the breaches of Shi 
and Veſſels which time - of 
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MI makes wider , but .can never 
ſtop up '3 which = the fre-. 
quent and common Diſeaſes of 
OW A;e and Tears , growing 
worſe and worſe, till' kind 
Death comes and' puts an'end 
roall. Only ſometimes we hap-. 
pen of 'an 'Ingenious Pious Per- 
ſon, who has got the Stozcal 
knack of flighting all troubles 
and caring. tor nothing, and 
to caſe -himſelf .in this caſe.will 
be '{ure_ /to * cauſe his 'Wives 
Money, to''gingle , make havock 
on her Caſh, and the Yellow 
Boys fly merrily about . like 
dirt, in his Cups once "ran 
home to beſtow 'three or four 
or half a {dozen genteel curſes 
upon his kind hearted Parents 
by way of thanks; and briskly 
and finely paſs away his time ' 
dmong the honourable * Soti- 
ey of Chimney Sweepers and Por- 
«” ts * 
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As for Emperors , . Kings and 
ſuch kind-of Perſons as thoſe; 
| ſhall not dare to preſume ng 
-meddie. 'withall , or. concey 
-my i{elf in this caſe; nor wil 
T 'yenture. to determine any 
'thidg in the Myſterions Mats 
ters of State: But to all otherg 
IT nauſt take the boldneſs tg 
tell them.that this is a very hey 
"nous Offence , and plece g 
Wickednefs , that can. nevd 
be Iet paſs unregarded. The 
indeed - may make ths Minyll 
ſker joyn- tizeir hands , but thi i 
Marriage can never be comp 

Jeat or lawful till their heag 
bo - jayned tooz. this being 
molt perfect violation of tngll 
Native Freedom , and to Q 
forced. this. way is the wok 
and. maſt, miſerable of. all. 1 
veries. Neither- can. thefe 
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without theirown Conſent. 99 
"rents any Ways acquit them- 
ſelves of making their Chil- 
dres guilty of two mortal and 
moſt abominable Sins, name-. 
ly Perjury and Treachery , and 
thoſe of the baſeſt and blackeſt 
Die too. For let any mar 
ſcriouſly conſider and fee if 
they can find or 1magine a 
oreater and grofſer Perjury , 
than to make the moſt ſacred 
and moſt ſolemn Yow that can 
be thought of, in the aweful 
preſence of God and the whole 
Congregation , to a thing that 
1s abſolutely falſe 2 Or indeed 
how can there be a baſer 
plece of Treachery, than to 
make ſuch a ſolemn Yow, when 
they neither can or will _wP 
It; and in a concertruport which 
' fo nearly depends all that's 
good and happy in this world. 
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_ "For my part, when I com 
to conlider the greatnels 
theſe Crimes, I can -but: treny 
ble, and am amazcd -at * thy 
very thoughts of : fuch Mong w 
{itrous Impleties as theſe; : and 
. can -but ſtrangely wonder hoy 
either : Parents. or Children dart 
-fo much as -appear - in. ſuch 
a horrid BulineG , and arg 
not. afraid of the Dine Ven 
. geance in the very AR. - Fogffti 
certain . Experience ſhews _ us 

:that things done with ſo much 
Precaution , Conftderation and Sill 
lemnity, always ſtrike a mol 
fad and deep terror in men 
"hearts more than ſins cony 
monly praQtiſed , though neve 
ſo great and . heinous. Thi 
molt ſacred Order of Matry 
mony 1s. not to__ be plaid witly 
all, paſſed Tiightly oyer , 
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S made a common property for 


Pr 


M$ 


without their ownC onfent,ro: 


A-Private Intereſt , but there-ought 
ml co be a wonderful deal- of 


4 Caution and Care in it; And 


nf when a Match begins with 


two ſuch ſhameful Crimes as 


wo theſe; 'tis no wonder at all 


lard) if the Almighty ſends his Plagues 


cl upon their heads, puniſhing 


Parents in beholding their Chzl- 


lf drens Miferies, and Children in 


icky [tirange if the Deyil be ſuf- 
a fered to ſow his. curſed Diſ- 
oll ſentions - Among them q- and 
nl Keeping them at ſuch a vaſt di- 
ml fiance that nothing can reaſon- 
ven ably be expeed. bur Deſpair 
hi and Deſolation... 


Cauſe of all theſe troubles and 
diſturbances, Ind that. makes 
| 5 EP hs 
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Fog feeling the deadly effefts of 
J their own: Perjuries: nor 1s It 


ich} Now a main and Principal 


Old. 
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202 Df Unequal Martto es 
Oid Mzn fo raging mad al 
deſperately hot, is Tony! 
thing which alwavs commaty 
ed, ruled and governed tf 
more degenerate and baſer pa 
of the World as it pleaſe 
bringing them wholly and & 
tirely to its own Deyotiof 
and making them hazard a 
1 roubles and Dangers, Hg 
nours and Reputations, aj 
their very Bodies and Souls 
and all in hopes of obtaid 
ing Fayours from, and enjal 
ing that Bright Beauty, Thi 
*ris that caſts ſuch a deadl 
miſt, and blinds Parents Eyd 
perverts their Reaſons, and cof 
rupts their Underſtandings | 
- much, that all Grear and Gy 
nerous Thoughts, all Glo 
ous and Noble Deſigns ar 
clog'd , pul'd down and dill 
ſtroyed ; fo that by this 
-be 


without thetr ownConſent. 103 
they become fo ſordid:and dull, 
as they cannor diſtinguiſh be- 
tween the beſt and worſt things. 
'Tis for this that many: a $a- 
ther toyis and torments him- 
ſelf , racks and: diſturbs his 
Plotting Brains, for a ſtub- 
born ungracions $02, Who won't. 
ſo 'much as: beſtow 'upon: him 
the ordinary Complement . of 
Thanks , but- will ſpend and 
and . make 1: fly faſter than 
ever-they got it. Thrs is: {o- 
tweet: 'and pleaſant, that the. 
moſt 'ridged ®aaker, ' ad moſt. 
prefiie Puritan}, who: will ſcarce 
petit or endure the moſt 
common - and innocent - Rerreas 
twns ,. yet they ſhall fnely re- 
create- and ſolace themſelyes . 
with” this, and hng. ' them- 
ſelves over their full Bags, 
wilt Beggars may ſtarve in the- 
lireers.. for all ANY of them. | 
| P: & . Parents - 
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104 Df Unequal Bartriagrs 
Parents. do ſirangely ple; 
themſelves with theſe hopg 
and are continually endeavoy 
4ng .to-. imprint, their infeq 
ous Notions into their Childn 
when. they. are young, telligl , 
them what ſtrange things chal 
may. expect from... a good Fi 
tune , ſo that they - may mal 
it. their chief Bu{ine(s: to df 
tain it; for they themſely 
believe there is no Happine 
equal to a large Eſtate ,- ng 
no pleaſure. like the fight. 
a huge . heap of Guinea's,, | 
that. if they , can. but .ohtay 
this for their Children ,” the 
think their own and their Hap 
pinels is perfealy compleaj 
Bur this a. vain and ridicy 


- 


lous conceit , which whd 
Multicudes. pleale : themſely 
withall ; for Kiches, if we-cag 
ſider the many. laviſh. car 


without their ownConſent, ro5 - 


and troubles that fo conſtant-_ 
ty attend -them ,, are far ſhort - 
of that value that -their gay - 
and glittering appearance makes 
them 1ſecm to +be.* And:: in - 
truth they are but - Banbles: and : 
_ IMmxer Traſh .at. beſt if- cOmpas« : 
red with a clear Unſpotted. Res 


mation, and: 2 -true -Contentedd :* 


Soul; neither will all the Gold. - 
1m--Peru- purchaſe: one Moment: 
of real Satisfation- to ar - un- 
fatisfied and- diſturbed::- Mind; . 
but -w1ll . rather ſerve: as a hea-. 

vy . Clog to his- dejeted Spi-- 

rits., to plunge.. him the deeper : 


mto.a Sea of SOrrows. .. 


= ovetouſneſs Sa very | ſtrange- | 
and inconſiſtant + thing, and: - 
(as .a very :[ngenjous -Gentle- 
man obſerves-). ſeems- not -ſo - 

much a Vice as: 4 deplorable | 


W- Y 
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106 Df UnequaiMarriages; 
reckon it; nothing but a tok 
menting Diſeaſe and plagy 
whici 1s peculiar to ſome of 
of Conſtitutions; and is mon 
Contagious and Epidemical i 
Old- Perſons than the Gou 
Stone , or Palſte , and very cv! 
often. a far greater Tormen 
than any. of them. In tl 
fpcnding. Meony-,. I grant thee 
may be. ſeveral ſorts of Plex 
fires; but in the hoarding > 
It * 3. and keeping it. unde 
Eock and Key, ( and. very 
efen for they kaow-not whonyf 
ahd making no uſe. on't. at ally 
for the pkaſureof that, I ow 
it goes beyond my. concepts 
ors to. imagine ,.. unleſs it bs 
in weighing and telling. of gl 
and ther: ] reckon that picks 
ing of Saws and: catching of 
Flys are far -more noble amd 


- 
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ever 
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din ther ownConſent. 199 | 
ever has: been always-gbſeryed, ; 
that: 81} ſuch Perſons; wha ger, 

fre: 46: love it :moſt: of al}... 

| and. hug- and gra(p: ab cloigſt,, 


iff do con ltantly NASe: the FE 
ll uſ: of it ;; 4nd -fnd fmalle( | 
MY comfort -and (arisfation by ie. . 


yl 4s: for che: Pleaſures, ang}, Joys - \| 
kl that belong..to- -mauch hi Rach Noa. 


they ALE: 81 WAYS , MQre-*; _—_ : 
nary than real /,.. and; the Eaſe | 
that fo.. sf expoſt-: .i8-'zhe : 
_ enjoyment of  Mony-z5 SO_e*: | 
ly-found £0 be 4 molt - falſe: 
and Chimericalefallthings:And - 
he thac. eagerly perſtes jang : 
thicks after abundance of Many, .. 
on y.with that expectation. of 
living. : Queet and © Uadiſturbed-:: 
Life., as ridiculouſly Ulty AS -- 
he a hid higſelf in.. the © 
PACT cynningly ava S- 
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- For- my- part whenſoeveril 
carefully refle&- upon the ring 
ny fad? /Difeubers, Noyſes ; En 


- afd: Cenſures that 1o conſtanth 


attend - "Grandeur and»: Riches ; +: 


can bir admire that they ſhoul 


be ſo. hotly: ſought-after ; * and 
allo; can but heartily pity thi 


fa and-mourntul, endl 
. of- many: -excellent Young Li 


dies, -who- only. for- the ſala q 


- of thetr "Duality , ' Greatneſs ' and 


Fortunes, are forced and drive 
by--the dreadful fears-of threat 


- NIng. *Buln ; to do that which 


is direftly © contrary. to  theik 
Natures; and: which -their-Soull 
moſt. abhor'; and -that too by 


bile VUncles and mercinary 


Guardians ( ——_— the work 
of: all. People ) as well as P# 


. zents-themſelyes.. 'On. the oth 


fide. I can, but almoſt envy. che 
Aye and. moſt happy ftate_ 
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without-their ownConſent.r05- | 
many Inferiour Perſons; whoſe -: ? 
®ualities and Fortunes are ſo - 
' ſmall, as never to prove dan». 
'  gerous to their Eafe,, or be made + 

a_trap to their Ruins; .and can . » 
bleſs themſelves with: the-ſweet --  } 
ſatisfaftion of . Liberty , and ©: * 
with perfect Freedomof Choice, 4 
being truly happy. in .each o-* 3 
thers Loves and Afﬀe&tions, . not MW 
teasd and- troubled with thoſe - i 
baſe and contagious Noiſe: of . 4 
Sueing for ' Portions.,, Tenants Com-.. 
plants, Creditor-Duns , Neighbours .. 5 
Puarrels , &e. nor plagued with - 1 
the. -nanctous- Impertinence- of. - 
a whole Covy-of griping. Laws 

yers and mercilefs Atornys, and ? 

a Houſe full . of Writings at 

| every Match: : on wt 


There: is one - moſt. ridicu-- 
lous piece: of Folly that I have - 
_ often obſeryed -in {eyeral - Par. 


i — — 
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rents, Which apparently ſhewsg| 
that Mony has turned and made! 
their Brains ſo muddy , thay 
they are not .right, that js, they 
Will never conſider of, nop! 
ſufter any thing » tho nevey! 
ſo eltimable and valuable tg; 
ſtand in competition with: qe. 
#y, no not ſo mich as tg+ 
make the Scale even. So that: 

_ by this means none of thoſe: 
noble Acquiſitions, and excel. 
lent Accompliſhments . as Learn-. 
ing , Education , Nobility , In+ 
genuity Venue. , Good Nature,, 
and the like, ſhall ever - be: 
eſteented of, or: thought of: 
any value; whilſt their Grang+ 
Kdol-. Mezy , like a moſt Sor? 
veraign and Abſolute Monarchy 
fhall rule the World, andilf 
ride Great Lord of ' the UIni-Y 
verſe; the mean time ibeſer 

fall cxouch beneath its ren 


<7 

5y E4# 
r - 

”» 

% 

oy, 
z+ 5, 

WM 


_—_ 
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and be content. to go in Rags. 
-This is: a. piece of Folly that 
one would think' People of 
their Diſcretion , Experience and. © } 
Prudence ſhould above all men. .; 
not be guilty of , being of that.. 3 
Age, as can never. be ſuppo- 

ſed not to know the real yas 

lue of theſe forementioned-: 
things. For my patt I think. 
'twas - moſt generoufly and no- 

bly done of the Old Merchant: 
that. granted his Daughter o- 
that Ingenious Gentleman wWio-- 
valued his Education. at fifty- 
thouſand, Pounds , and. his Bar». 
reſters .Gown-at as much more. 


 Natwithſtandingallthat haye- 
er: could be ſaid by others in- 
the expoling. this moſt mani-- 
_ feſt piece of Jgnorance and-un- 
thinking . Prejudice 4 yer ſtill we 
the: Porents xun on. in their 
ma old 
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old perverſe - ways , . withouti 
either - Fear, Wit or Honeſty, 
ſo that neither Szxſe or Real 
fon can -no- more be- driven in» 


to their -Heads: than into a: 
Mill Poſt; but-ſtill reckoning; 
and judging-all their Childrens 
Happineſs:by- the rule of their 


own - corrupted and byaſfſed'f 
thoughts; and their: depraved' 
_ and (ſometimes) doating Di 
\.Polttions; and ſo impertinent<l 


cautious ic ſeems ſome- are;: 
Fat after their Deaths, the: 


conſent -of- no- leſs than ſtx or-Þ 


ſeven mult b2 had: for the 
Marriage-of a Daughter. Some” 
we. find fo inconi{tderate _ and-! 
raſh, that they ſhall willing-. 


ty. chooſe: for a Son-in-Law : 
the moſt Dull, [lhiterate- Block- 
bead 


the moſt. Sordid-'Senſleſs * 


Sot, the moſt 7 Naturd De-: 
formed Fellw , and. the molt! 


f 


without their owiiToliſent, :r3' Þþ 
Horrid Wicked Wretch that can } 
be, for che ſake of his Mo- 
ny; when at the ſame time 
an Jngemous , FVertuous, and 
moſt Accompliſhed Gentleman ſhall 
be caſt off, and not look'd 
upon , and fog nothing elſe 
but that poor and: pitiful Rea- 
fon, that his Eſiate was but 
half ſo large . as the others. Now 
| tet any Perſon of Common- 


- . Ll 


Sence but conſider and judge 
if theſe be not pitiful Incog- 


* 
- E: "A q EE, 
[ob oy 


that has any manner of Pre- 
tences to common Prudence, Piety 
or Honeſty. %s 


There is another Humour - 
I have obſerved in ſome Pa- 
rents, which has the ſtrongeſt + 
tinfture of Baſeneſs. and . Partia- 
lity, that is, they. ſhall uſe 
kheir utmoſt Power , and be - 
G43 ſirange>- 
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ſtrangely careful to put oft 
Davghcer to any Pitcitul Fel 
low that has but an Efall 

bigger in Proportion thak 

what ſhe's like to have , thy 

ic be never ſo much comraty. 

to his Parents conſent ; at 

then at laſt perhaps fnd ſong: 

fooliſh quibble and ridiculoyy 
pretence to fob her off with 

_ a few gay Promiſes, and give 
her nothing at all ,- eſpecialF; 
Whilſt he is alive, It would: 
Wrainly make a very pes 


fant Farce but to -rake notice” 
of and obſerve the many grave 
Inſiruffions, cunning Ways and 
fly Tricks , ſuch a Parent makes 
Uſe of to obtam his ends; 
how wonderfully careful and; 
exact he is in teaching WY 


Daughter her Leſfon , how e#* 

traordinary civil he is to: the 

young raw Gallant , and how! 
2 large 


IE mes oh wt hn TO © © 
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large and weighty are his 
" Promiſes, till he once per- 
* ceives the Gudgeon well hook- 
ed ; then but to ſee how lily 
the Old Fox gives them the 
ſlip, leayes them both in the 
lurtch, and marches off as 
eravely with ai idle Flam to- 
= his Father as if he knew. no- 
Ny .thing at all of the Buſt 
nels. 


| Yet ſuch a Fellow as this 


wall never endure to hear of 
a Son to marty one a little 
below his Fortune , tho never: 
fo deſerving a Woman, but 
will be always telling him 
what a vaſt happineſs 'twill 
be for himſelf, and what a 


WY . wonderful comfort *rwill be to 


His Old Father,to ſee him marry 
JS 2 mightyrich Wite. Ab Tom! 
3 ZE ( lays he ) a Fortune Tom! 
| | | G 4. thou 


116 Df Unegtal Bar criagee] 


thou lookſt like a good honelf 
Boy ; I tell thee there's nothing 
like 4 good Fortuue at laſt Tomi 
Toy Mother was a Fortune Tom 
elſe Ol4 Jack muſt have bucks 
under board, and ſhrank in bis. 
bead , and been content with ma- 
king. ' leſs. Figure in the: World; 
Ay but (ſays Tom again ) | you! 
won't allow me any good Cloaths 
ner ſcarce a Shilling in my Poce 
ket , and how ſha Z go to works 
to get a ' Fortune ? Ab Tomy 
(-.crys the: Old Mifer ) times 
are.. very - hard, and Mony. us| 
ſtrangely ſcarce ; "You. ſhould ad : 
to be a. good Husband Tom, I 
fave. it all for thee Boy. But J 
however ſince 1 have one. in my: 
Eye. for. thee , thou ſhalt. wont fon 
he. if - thou doſt but... get her #3 
Ab brave Tom Boy ! Tobe. Fa-3 
thers. nown Boy; ſhant we cheat} 
Ws: Old . Feol « Father”, Auk 


BYY-4 
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Boy ? Upon this perhaps 'Tom 
gers new Cloaths, and he and 
his old Father fall to work 
- upon ſome young Creature 
muca above his Fortune, and 
_ perhaps gets -her and matrys 
her to the great Grief of all 
her Relations. But if Matters 
*# ſhould chance to come to the 
8 Pinch, and to the utmoſt Ex- 
AF tremities that may poſlibly be 
GY in this cale; Old Zack will 
F be ſure to find a trick to ſlip 
his own Neck out of the Nooſe, 


«F and leave poor Tom: fairly to 
- hang fort. EE 


Now are not theſe: and the 

. like things very grols:. pieces 

of partzality and injuftice ?* Yer 

'F ve frequently | find thoſe very 

i Parents who are ſo very hot 
- and violent in exclaiming. a» 
"1 $419 the Jmprety and Jugrati- 


- 
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dude of Children that mary 
without their Parents conſent! 
thoſe Perſons we often find tf 
be moſt ready to tranſgreſs i 
themſelves in the Perſons off 
others (and that on the baſeff 
manner too) when they pet» 
cceive it 1s for the adyantage 


£0 


of the Family." And all theiy 


o 
_ 


railings and +bitter exclaimingl 
againſt this ice, 1s only a rig 
down 'Forgery and Cheat, a pul 
piece of Hypocriſſce to cat 
their own. Children , and fright 
them into Obedience. Thi 

is the Nature and Difpoſitioff 

of a great many Parents ( thai 
not all on-fuch groſs a manner 
and ( that which is more ſtrange 
too ) even of ſuch as hays 
very Prudent , Grave , Diſcreetifi - 
Inpentous Gentlemen; and ſaci 
£60. as haye had all the api” 
pearances of Generons and - Ram = 
Sed ; £1 . Ws 


- vithout their ownCTonfent.r19 
ogrous Perſons, But how much 
theſe things can agree With , 
& or be -any ways . conliſtane 
*K with ſuch Mean, Sordid , Baſe 
M/F and [noble Ations, | ſhall leave 
fl to the Candor and Judgment 
of. any Impartial and Unpreju- 
diced Man whatioever. 


ld 1 ſhall conclude.all with a 
WF few. words of Friendly Ad- 
a vice. Firſt for 01d- Perſons who 
IM ze 0n-the, ocher Hide Sixty, 1 
Wh would advife: them. not. to 
marry at. all , but rather em- 
#8 ploy themſelves on the thoughts 
16d of the other World ( for they 
know they can haye but a 
\ ſhort time to ſtay in this ) and 
in inſtruting and demg good 
- to. others:; and this will be the 


Honour. and. ſatisfaQion, . But 
if. they. maſt trouble TRYCIres 
ME 4; Wit 


only ſure way to get -true 
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with the thoughts - of Mart 
mony ( which upon ſome” al 2 
counts may be reaſonable 64 Vet: 
nough too) let them pitch 'upth © - 
on ſome Grave and Pious Mil 
tron, ſurable co their Yeatg 
and Fortunes ; by which mean} | 
they may prove mutual Help 
and preat Comforts to each, 0s Bren 
ther, and not fet: their mind -; 
upon young Wild Creaurtly * 
who will: be*to Hard for thi 
every way; caiiſe them ito * 
made common. Lavghing- och 
| tothe enquiring World, plagy : 
and diſtutb all their Duiet ain 
Eaſe, and: help to ſend them 
their Graves long | before thelf 
times, * Wy, SB So _'R 
” ab <> 
Next for Children, PRE rh} 
have not a Power of diſpolig 
_ of themlelyes -as- they think 
firs '% and fince fuch - ad: and '& 


plorabl e: 
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Ty 


ps n their gp, - 41ſE4 


| of tar ee *hhodt- tr 
rents conſent ;, but let them have 


nary 
' | care to od all Te em {ache bs 


Py: to __—_ one that 
- beneath then 


. BNgene Jelires , . thi 
danger and ill conſequent 
F-4 much the other way. 
ly, For Parents and xl 
like, et them ſeriouſly couf 
der the great Account they ga 
we at.the laſt day for Well 
hEtF -bildrens. Failing; - 
ally ti joſe woful Misfort: 


ought upon... 


their own means, and W1 
TINO {ins of Perjury and.'1r4 
;. therefore lec them dre 
. thoughts of all is 
«py. Matches. For this 1 bl 
-let; chem. not. be EXtraorg 


C 


v 


Ty ambitious 'of marry] 
their Children above their © 

wes, but howeyer they ou 
care to haye them nu 


F- 
% 


'whet). they hive? a Competency” 
themſelyes, and they: bo a $S0- 
ber, Pertuous Perſon, whoſe Edu- 
cation, Ingenuity and other OO 
Properties will make. , amen s for 
'Meny and all other inconfidera- 
ble Try WF 
Before I quite conclude al, I 
muſt adviſe every Perſon whatſo- 
ever, let*em be Nung ot Old; Pa- 
rents or Children to have a peculiar - 
care of Marrying to'an fe 
rent Religro: «for. notwithftanding 
there be Content on all ſides, Love, 
Mony, Good Tnclinations, &C, ' this 
one thing is enough to ruine all; 
dſtroy all: rheit Pleaſates, an 
r make it the deareſt pi lece , 


£ "1 & 
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atv 
Wa 


to'emthey ever: were; 


of i 11 their Lives. 
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